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LINEAGE  TABLE 


Ancestors  and  Descendants  of 
EDGAR  SYLVANUS  ROTHROCK 

A.  Johannes  Rothrock*  1684  -  unknown 

4#  Johann  Georg  Rothrock,  1721  -  1806 

g*  Zacharias  Rothrock,  1763  -  1834 

7.  Jonas  Rothrock,  1801  -  1894 

b«  Elias  Rothrock,  1827  -  1910 

4*  Edgar  Sylvanus  Rothrock,  1862  -  1931 
a*  Edgar  Paul  Rothrock,  1889  - 

1*  David  Paul  Rothrock,  1920  - 

2.  Donald  Foster  Rothrock,  1924  - 

b.  Donald  Thomas  Rothrock,  1891  - 

1«  Margaret  Ellen  Rothrock,  1914  - 
2*  Edward  Eugene  Rothrock,  1917- 

3.  Dorothy  Jeanette  Rothrock,  1919 
4*  Hazel  Ruth  Rothrock,  1922  - 

c.  Howard  Eugene  Rothrock,  1893  - 
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alternate  generations* 


Letters  and  figures  are  used  for 


2*  Children  are  numbered  according  to 
their  order  of  birth.  Zacharias  A-4-g  means  that  Zacharias  is  the 
seventh  child  (g)  of  the  fourth  child  (4)  of  the  original  immigrant 
Johannes  (A)* 
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PART  I 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  ROTHROCKS 


PREFACE 


Though  it  is  no  credit  to  a  modern  goose  that  his  ancestors 
once  saved  Rom?  it  is  still  a  satisfaction  to  him  to  come  from  such  il¬ 
lustrious  stock  for  the  knowledge  carries  with  it  the  assumption  that  he 
can  do  the  same  when  necessity  arises# 

With  this  thought  in  mind  your  compiler  has  delved  into 
the  dust  and  rubbish  of  the  past  to  see  if  perchance  we  may  not  have  had 
ancestors  whose  struggles  and  victories  could  give  us  heart  to  overcome 
the  trials  of  modern  living  and  an  ambition  to  accomplish  something 
worthy  of  distinction  in  our  little  worlds#  At  any  rate,  this  look 
into  the  past  can  satisfy  a  deep  human  curiosity  to  know  who  our  fore¬ 
bears  were  and  what  they  did#  The  following  lineage*  therefore,  is 
presented  with  the  hope  that  it  may  be  a  source  of  pride  to  the  members 
of  a  fine  old  American  family  and  an  inspiration  to  us  and  to  generations 
to  come  to  perpetuate  the  sterling  virtues  and  the  ability  to  work  and 
accomplish  that  has  characterized  other  descendants  of  Grandfather 
Johannes# 


This  compilation  started  in  1893when  my  great  uncle, 

John  Meyers  Rothrock  (1833-1925),  attemped  to  trace  the  family#  The 
Rothrocks  he  could  contact  by  letter  and  visitation  could  shed  little 
light  on  his  ancestry#  Some  desultory  guesses  were  made  by  members 
of  the  next  generation  but  no  systematic  search#  The  biggest  contri¬ 
bution  was  made  by  my  aunt,  Emma  Jane  Rothrock-Kilmer  (1866-1940),  who 
copied  the  family  record  from  her  great  grandfather1 s  family  Bible  into 
the  Bible  of  her  father  Elias  (1827-1910)*  Thus  she  saved  the  record 
as  the  Zacharias  Bible  has  disappeared*  Mention  should  also  be  made 
of  Mrs  Mae  Rothrock-Gage  of  Newton,  Iowa  who  gathered  a  great  deal  of 
data  on  the  Rothrock  family  which  suggested  that  she  and  the  compiler 
were  descended  from  an  immigrant  George  Rothrock#  The  generous  dona¬ 
tion  of  information  by  Dr#  Henry  S.  Rothrock  of  Wilmington,  Deleware  is 
responsible  for  unraveling  the  early  history*  It  is  he  who  found  the 
link  between  the  immigrant  family  and  the  early  American  Rothrocks# 

Without  the  help  of  my  immediate  family,  this  compilation 
would  not  have  been  possible#  My  wife,  Grace  Rhoda  Foster-Rothrock 
is  an  illustrious  member  of  the  Daughters  of  tKe  American  Revolution  and 
is  largely  responsible  for  correctly  organizing  and  recording  the  data 
collected  as  well  as  leading  the  way  to  source  material.  My  brothers, 
Donald  Thomas  and  Howard  Eugene,  have  added  many  bits  of  family  history 
and  aided  in  locating  tombstone  and  other  family  records.  My  sons, 
David  Paul  and  Donald  Foster,  have  spent  considerable  energy  and  money 
in  collecting  material  from  libraries  and  historical  societies  and  in 
contacting  the  few  Rothrocks  still  living  in  Germany# 
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The  story  is  far  from  complete  here  and  it  may  take  many 
generations  of  research  before  a  complete  history  of  the  family  can  be 
written#  Time  passes  quickly*  however*  and  will  not  wait  for  poky 
mortals  to  complete  such  projects  as  this#  Each  passing  year  makes  it 
more  difficult  to  obtain  old  records  and  each  passing  year  scatters  the 
members  of  the  family  and  sees  the  passing  of  older  members  whose  memories 
can  be  of  immeasurable  help  in  peicing  together  the  parts  of  this  story. 

These  things  make  it  imperative  that  this  lineage  be  made 
available  to  those  who  would  complete  the  record.  It  is  hoped  that  it 
will  be  the  scaffolding  on  which  more  gifted  historians  can  place  the  de¬ 
tails  which  will  show  what  it  has  meant  to  the  individual  Rothrocks  and 
to  the  Nation  to  have  grandfather  Johannes  bring  his  family  to  the  New 
World  in  1733  and  1736. 

The  Rothrock  family  tree  is  really  a  bush  because  it 
branches  literally  from  the  roots*  The  early  families  were  very  large. 

The  first  one  had  seven  children;  these  had  37  offspring;  the  37  in  turn 
had  large  families.  The  number  of  lines  that  could  be  followed* there fore, 

is  far  too  large  for  this  compilation.  Therefore  it  will  confine  its 
efforts  to  tracing  the  line  from  Johann  Georg*  the  immigrant  boy,  to 
Edgar  Sylvanus  and  will  then  give  a  complete  listing  of  Edgar1 s 
descendants.  A  list  of  the  families  of  Johann  Georg’s  brothers  is 
given, however,  as  a  starting  point  from  which  it  may  be  possible  to  trace 
the  relationships  of  members  of  this  line  with  other  lines  of  Rothrocks 
which  have  been  and  will  be  completed. 

The  name  Rothrock  means  Red  Coat.  Roth  (red)in  German 
is  pronounced  like  the  English  word  wrote,  th  having  the  sound  of  an 
English  t  or  dt.  Rock  is  German  for  a  jacket  or  small  coat.  One 
family  legend  has  it  that  the  coat  was  awarded  early  members  of  the  family 
as  a  mark  of  distinction.  Another,  and  more  probable*  legend  holds 
that  the  family  was  originally  French  Huguenot.  Fleeing  to  the  Rhine¬ 
land.  some  members  served  in  the  British  army  against  the  French.  The 
name,  given  those  soldiers  because  of  the  traditional  red  coated  uniforms 
of  the  British  army*  was  then  handed  down  to  succeeding  generations. 

The  guttural  German  was  too  much  for  the  English  speaking 
colonial  clerks  and  the  name  received  many  different  spellings,  some  of 
which  persisted.  Add  the  fact  that  many  pioneer  Rothrocks  were 
illiterate,  at  least  in  English,  and  the  confusion  becomes  compounded;- 
Rothtrock  Rotrock  Rhodruck  Rodrock  Roderick 

Rothrick  Roterock  Rhodrick  Roderock  Rodruck 

Rothroff  Rotruck  Rodrick 

The  correct  spelling  Rothrock  is  used  by  most  of  the  family 
but  many  anglicize  it  by  pronouncing  the  first  "oM  short  as  in  ’’not". 
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THE  IMMIGRATION 


The  Rothrock  family  came  to  America  on  the  crest  of  a  great 
flood  of  German  immigration  from  that  part  of  the  German  Rhineland  known 
as  the  Palatinate.  This,  the  first  of  two  waves  of  German  immigration, 
was  caused  by  such  terrible  governmental  oppression  that  these  Germans,  the 
Pennsylvania  Dutch,  and  their  descendants  never  had  any  feeling  of  fealty 
to  Germany  as  a  "Mother  Country"  though  they  doggedly  held  on  to  the  German 
dialect  and  German  customs  which  they  brought  with  them  from  the  old 
country.  One  hundred  and  seventy  years  after  the  immigration  my  grand¬ 
parents  and  all  their  relatives  were  speaking  fluent  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
and  my  great  grandmother  would  not  converse  in  English.  With  the  memory 
of  European  oppression  still  fresh  in  their  minds,  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
readily  took  up  arms  against  the  British  in  the  American  Revolution  and 
those  that  did  not  bear  arms  furnished  supplies  and  transportation  for 
the  Colonial  Army. 

Getting  to  America  was  a  difficult  task  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  Shipmasters  reaped  a  rich  harvest  in  fares  and  found  they  made  a 
greater  profit  if  the  passengers  never  got  there.  So  boats  were  ter¬ 

ribly  overcrowded  and  overloaded,  conditions  very  unsanitary,  and  food  poor. 
Many  sickened  and  died  on  the  way.  Others  too  poor  to  pay  passage  or 
whose  money  and  possessions  had  been  stolen  by  unscrupulous  sailors,  were 
sold  as  bondsmen  until  their  passage  had  been  worked  out.  Between  1730 
and  1740  sixty  five  vessels  arrived  in  Philadelphia  bringing  from  200  to 
400  passengers  each.  It  was  during  this  period  and  under  these  condit¬ 
ions  that  the  Rothrock  family  arrived  in  America. 

The  first  landing  is  recorded  in  the  Philadelphia  port  list 
as  follows  (l.  pp  130,133,134)*;- 

"Palatines  imported  in  the  Pink  Mary  of  Dublin,  James  Bonn, 
master,  from  Rotterdam  via  Plymouth,  qualified  September  29,  1733  ***** 

********************* 

*******-:^-X****-)HHf***** 

Philip  Jacob  Rothrock 
Johannes  Rothrock 
********************** 


■^Footnotes-  Numbers  in  parentheses  (2)  will  indicate  the  references  used 
for  documentationwhich  are  listed  in  the  back  of  this  report. 
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Three  years  later  the  same  port  records  contain  the 
following  (l.  pp  155,157)  $- 

’’Palatines  imported  in  the  ship  Harle,  Ralph  Harle, master, 
of  Rotterdam,  qualified  September  1,  1736 


An  Margareth  Rothrockin,  age  19  years 
Johannes  Rothrock, 


age  50  years 


The  only  other  immigrant  Rothrock  found  in  the  Philadelphia 
port  records  came  30  years  later.  The  record  reads  (l.  p715)|- 

’’Foreigners  xx-k-xxx-x-  imported  in  ship  Hamilton,  commanded 
by  Charles  Smith,  from  Rotterdam,  did  this  day  take  and  subscribe  to  the 
usual  qualifications  *hhhhhhhhhh*  October  6th  1767 

Peter  Rothrock 

As  subsequent  pages  will  show,  Philip,  Johannes, Anna 
Margareth,  and  the  second  Johannes  belonged  to  the  same  family  •  This 

family  was  the  progenitor  of  all  or  nearly  all  the  Rothrocks  in  America  • 
All  lines  thus  far  traced  have  led  directly  to  or  have  pointed  toward  this 
family. 

There  is  no  information  on  Peter’s  family,  if  he  had  one. 

At  least  his  descendants  were  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  confuse  the 
genealogical  lines  that  have  been  followed. 
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JOHANNES  ROTHROCK* S  ADVENTURERS 


For  many  years  the  first  Rothrocks  in  America  were,  for  the 
most  part,  legendary#  A  tale  persisted  that  all  Rothrocks  in  America 
were  descended  from  three  brothers,  John,  Philip,  and  George#  There  were 
stories  of  one  going  back  to  Germany  and  returning  in  three  years# 

Some  letters  written  in  1928  state  that  there  were  four  brothers  and 
included  one  Ludwig  with  the  three  mentioned  above  (17)# 

In  1960  Dr.  Henry  S#  Rothrock,  a  chemist  in  Wilmington, 
Deleware  and  a  descendant  of  Johann  Georg,  solved  the  mystery  by  obtaining 
from  Mrs#  John  Penz  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  a  descendant  of  Philip’s 
daughter  Catherine,  a  list  of  members  of  the  original  family  which  she 
found  in  the  records  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Congregation  of  Pfif- 
fligheim,  a  small  hamlet  about  a  mile  from  Leiselheim,  a  section  of  the 
city  of  Worms,  where  the  family  lived. 

The  record  was  dated  1730#  Translated  from  the 
German,  it  reads  (2)$- 

" Johannes  Rothrock,  46  years  old, 

Margaretha,  his  legal  wife,  40  years  old,  all  born 
here  have  six  children* 


Philip  Jacob 

17  years 

Johannes 

14  years 

Anna  Margaretha 

12  years 

Johann  Georg 

9  years 

Ludwig 

7  years 

Charitas 

3  years 

The  ages  of  the  members  of  this  family  fit  so  closely  those 
of  the  port  records  given  above  and  those  of  wills  left  by  the  four 
brothers  (9,10,11,12)  as  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  their  being  the  original 
immigrants  or  about  their  belonging  to  the  same  family  as  legend  had 
insisted# 


Inquiry  by  Dr#  Henry  S#  Rothrock  brought  confirmation  of 
the  above  record  from  the  Stadtarchiv  (City  Archives)  of  Worms  and  also 
the  following  informationi- 

"On  your  question  of  March  3,  1960,  we  can  tell 
you  that  in  our  Register  of  Families  one  Andreas  Rothrock  was  baptized 
(in  the  Reformed  Church)  on  July  30,  1730#  His  parents  were  Johann 
Rothrock  and  his  wife  Anna  Margaretha  of  Leiselheim1'  (3). 
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It  is  now  evident  that  Philip  Jacob  and  Johannes,  who 
arrived  on  the  Pink  Mary  in  1733  were  the  two  older  boys  and  were  20  and 
17  years  old  respectively.  These  young  adventurers  were  followed 
to  America  three  years  later  by  the  father  Johannes  and  his  daughter 
Anna  Margareth  in  the  ship  Harle  who  landed  in  1736. 

It  is  probable  that  Johann  Georg,  Ludwig,  and  Andreas  came 
with  their  father  and  sister  for  there  is  no  record  of  their  arrival  else¬ 
where  but  they  do  appear  in  records  of  land  transactions  and  on  tax  records 
a  few  years  later.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  not  listed  because 
they  were  minors  being  only  15,13,  and  6  years  old  respectively  at  the 
time. 


Mother  Anna  Margaretha  would  have  had  to  register  but  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  port  lists  or  later.  Whether  she  was  there  and 
escaped  notice  or  had  died  before  the  family  left  Germany  is  a  matter 
for  conjecture  only. 

Little  Charitas  may  have  been  aboard  the  Harle  and  survived 
the  trip.  If  so  the  record  of  her  family  may  some  day  come  to  light. 
Thus  far  there  is  no  record  of  her  in  America. 
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JOHANNES  ROTHROCK »S  FAMILY 


A 


Johannes  Rothrock  ( 1 , 2 ) 

b-  1684  Leiselheim,  Germany 
d-  Pennsylvania,  probably  near  York* 

Anna  Margaretha  (2) 

b-  1690  'Leiselheim*  Germany 

d-  Supposedly  between  1730  and  1736,  Leiselheim, Germany 

m-  circa  1712 

childrenj- 

1.  Philip  Jacob  (1,2,9) 

b-  1713  Leiselheim,  Germany 
d-  23  Feb*  1003, York,  Penna 

2*  Johannes  (1,2,  10) 

b~  1716  Leiselheim,  Germany 

d-  April  1794  Northampton  county,  Penna* 

3.  Anna  Margareth  (1,2,4) 

b-  1718  Leiselheim,  Germany 

m-  27  June  1738  to  John  Henry  Schultz  at  York,  Penna 

4*  Johann  Georg  (2,11) 

b-  172*1  Leiselheim,  Germany 
d-  1806  Northampton  county,  Penna* 

5*  Ludwig  (2,6) 

b-' 1723  Leiselheim,  Germany 
d-  1797  Washington  county,  Maryland 

6.  Charitas  (2) 

b-  1727  Leiselheim,  Germany 

7.  Andreas  (3) 

b-  1730  Leiselheim,  Germany 
baptized-  30  July  1730 


Footnotes-  Underscored  names  are  in  direct  line  of  descent  from 

Johannes  Rothrock  (A)  to  the  descendants  of  Edgar 
Sylvanus  Rothrock  (A-4-g-7-b-4) 
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Notes  on  Johannes  RothrockTs  family 5 


1*  The  Latin  names  Charitas  (Charity) 
and  Andreas  (Andrew)  seern  out  of  place  in  this  German  setting.  About 
this  time, however,  it  was  not  uncommon  for  German  students  and  scholars 
to  take  Latin  names.  These  names  were  not  given  names  but  names  adopted 

by  the  person  using  them  as  a  sort  of  pseudonym.  It  is  possible  that 
Johannes  had  some  idea  of  making  scholars  of  his  children  by  giving  them 
Latin  names  but  it  is  more  probable  that  he  just  liked  the  sound  of  the 
strange  Latin  endings. 


2.  Legend  says  that  the  family  first 

settled  at  Skippack  in  Montgomery  county, Pennsylvania,  ^his  is  only  some 
20  miles  up  the  Schuylkill  River  from  Philadelphia  in  a  northwesterly  direc¬ 
tion*  With  the  arrival  of  Johannes  Sr.  and  the  younger  members  of  the 
family,  they  apparently  moved  westward  toward  Lancaster  county  (now  York 
county)  Penna,  for  it  is  in  the  records  of  this  county  that  we  find  that 
Anna  Margareth  married  John  Henry  Schultz  in  the  Luthern  church  at  York 
on  27  June  1738,  just  two  years  after  her  arrival  in  America, (4) 

By  1744,  however,  some  had  moved  northward.  Johannes  Sr., 
Johannes  Jr.,  and  Ludwig  warranted  land  in  Springfield  township, Bucks 
county,  some  30  miles  north  of  Skippack,  on  13  Feb,  1744,  Philip 
settled  at  York  between  1741  and  1744  and  remained  there  the  rest  of  his 
life.  By  1752  Ludwig  had  returned  and  warranted  100  acres  of  land  in 
Newbury  township,  York  county.  (5)  The  1790  U.S„Census  found  Ludwig, 
and  possibly  Andreas,  in  what  is  now  Washington  county  Maryland. 

Finally  Philip  stayed  in  York  county?  Johannes  and  Johann  Georg  settled  in 
Lower  Saucon  township,  Northampton  county  and  Springfield  township  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania?  Ludwig  and  possibly  Andreas  settled  in  what  is  now 
Washington  county,  Maryland. 

So  it  was  that  the  immigrant  family  separated  and  started 
an  emmigration  that  spread  westward  until  there  are  very  few  parts  of  the 
United  States  in  which  some  members  of  the  tribe  can  not  bo  found. 

3.  The  father  and  two  older  boys 

appear  to  have  had  some  schooling  in  Germany.  Their  wills  are  signed 
in  their  own  handwriting  and  there  are  a  few  letters.  (6)  Johann  Georg 
and  Ludwig,  however,  could  not  write  their  names  and  signed  legal  papers, 
including  their  wills, with  an  X.  (6)  Schools  were  scarse  in  the  early 
American  frontier. 

Never  the  less  all  these  men  were  quite  successful  farmers 
and  acquired  large  tracts  of  land.  Johann  Georg  once  owned  more  than 
300  acres  in  Bucks  and  Northampton  counties.  They  also  appear  to  have  been 
influential  in  community  affairs. 
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PART  II 


FAMILIES  OF  THE 


OF 


BROTHERS 


JOHANN  GEORG  ROTHROCK 


PHILIP  JACOB  ROTHROCK 1 S  FAMILY 


A-l 


Philip  Jao<jb  R©throck 
b-  18  Dec.  1713 
d~  28  Feb.  1803 


(7,8,9) 

Leiselheim,  Germany 
York,  Penna. 


Katherina  Kuntz,  his  first  wife  (8,9) 

b-  22  Mar.  1720  Rothenback,  near  Falls  of  the  Rhine,  Germany 
d-  10  Nov.. 1777 
m-  22  Mar.  1740 
children;- 

a.  Jacob  (7,8,9)  b-  5  May  1741 

m-  Barbara  Weller,  21  Apr.  1765 
b-  16  Apr.  1746 

sons;- 

1.  George  2.  Jacob  3.  Johannes 
note;  Jacob  moved  to  Baltimore  in  1782 


b.  Anna  Maria  (7) 

b-  25  Sept.  1742 
d-  in  infancy 

c*  Johannes  (7,8,9) 
b-  18  Feb.  1744 
d-  28  Aug.  1805 


sons 


1. 

George 

b- 

27  June  1768 

2. 

Johannes 

b- 

13  June  1769 

3. 

Daniel 

b- 

27  Aug.  1771 

4. 

George 

b* 

24  May  *i781 

5. 

James. 

b~ 

22  May  1782 

6. 

Wilhelm 

b- 

23  Sept. 1786 

Catherine  (7) 

b~  30  Sept. 

1745 

<5*  in  infancy 


o,  Peter  (7,8,9) 

b-  22  Oct.  1746 

d-  24  Nov.  18  29  Freidberg,  N.  Carolina 
m-  Catherina  Mueler  1770 

b-  27  Apr.  1749  in  Pennsylvania 
d-  3  Sept  1803  Freidberg,  N.  Car, 
childrenf- 


1.  Jacob 

2.  Anna  Marie 

3.  Catherine 

4.  Philip 

5.  Elizabeth 


b-  6  June  1771 
b-  21  Junel773 
b-  9  Jan.  1775 
b-  9  Dec.  1776 
b-  30  Nov  1778 
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e.  Peter's  children  cor.tinted 

6,  Anna  Christina 

7,  Barbara 
8*  Joseph 
9*  Daughter 

10.  Johanna  Salome 

11.  Peter 


b-  14  Feb.  1781 
b«  27  Feb.  1783 
b«  19  Apr,  1785 
b-  stillborn 
b-  22  Feb.  1788 
b-  15  Aug.  1798 


f.  Philip  (Peter's  twin)  (  7,8,9) 
b-  22  Oct.  1746 

d-  7  Aug.  1825  Friedberg,  N.  Carolina 

m«  Eva  Elizabeth  Weller  Oct.  1769 
childrenf- 


1  » 

Jacob 

b-  18 

Feb. 

1770 

2, 

Frederick 

b-  17 

Apr. 

1772 

3, 

Eva 

b-  11 

Sept 

1774 

4a 

George 

b-  20 

Mar. 

1777 

5, 

Johannes 

b-  17 

Aug. 

1779 

6. 

Joseph 

b~  12 

Sept 

1782 

7. 

Philip 

b-  12 

Jan. 

1785 

8. 

Martin 

b-  22 

Sept 

1787 

9. 

Christian 

b-  4 

Apr. 

1790 

10, 

Daniel 

b-  24 

Oct, 

1794 

g.  George  (7,8,9) 

b-  27  Oct.  1748 
r«  Baltimore,  Maryland 

h«  Valentine  (7) 

b-  31  Aug,  1750 
d-  in  infancy 

i.  Valentino  (7,8,9) 


b«  17  Oct. 

1751  York,  Penna. 

m-  Elizabeth  Volz 
childrens- 

11  Apr. 

1778 

1. 

Johannes 

b-  20 

Oct. 

1783 

2. 

Philip 

b-  5 

Dec, 

1785 

3. 

Elizabeth 

b-  28 

Aug. 

1788 

4. 

Anna  Marie 

b-  5 

Mar, 

1794 

j.  Benjamin  (7,8,9) 

b-  9  Nov.  1753 

k.  Joseph  (7,8,9) 

b-  11  May  1755 

l.  Catherine  (7,8,9) 

b-  18  May  1757 
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m.  Anna  Maria  (7,8,9) 

b-  1  Mar.  1759 

n. FFrodorick  (7,8,9) 

b-  30  Sopt.  1760 


Eleanor  Maquinet-Galatin,  Philip  Jacob* s  second  wife 

b-  14  Aug.  1724  Schwartzenon,  Witgenstein,  Germany 

m-  20  Sept.  1781 

childrens- 

none 


Notes  on  Philip  Jacob  Rothrock*s  Family;- 

1.  Philip  Jacob  Rothrock  was  a 

man  of  great  energy  and  took  an  active  part  in  civic  affairs.  He  acquired 
considerable  land  by  warrant  and  purchase  near  York,  Penna.,  and  in  North 
Carolina.  He  was  also  a  Moravian  preacher  and  devoted  to  his  church 
to  the  extent  that  he  founded  the  first  Moravian  cnurch  in  York  and  left  a 
sum  of  money  to  it  in  his  will.  (9)  He  was  also  a  printer  and  engraver 
and  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Printing  and  Engraving  by  an  act  of  the 
Congress  when  York  was  the  capitol  of  the  United  States  (30  Sept.  1777  to 
17  Juno  1778).  As  Commissioner  ho  engraved  and  printed  the  New  Nation*s 
currency. 


2.  Philip  owned  land  in  Rowan 

county,  North  Carolina  and, though  he  remained  a  resident  of  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  some  of  his  sc>ns  migrated  to  North  Carolina  and  gave  rise  to 
the  branch  of  the  family  that  became  important  in  that  state.  Other  sons 
moved  westward  and  his  descendants  are  found  early  in  Missouri ‘and  in  the 
rush  of  the  49crs  to  the  California  gold  fields. 

3.  Five  of  Philip’s  sons 

saw  service  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the  American  Revolution;  Johannes, 
Peter,  Philip,  Valentino,  and  Benjamin.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
Philip's  Johannes  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war; Johannes*  son 
George  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812;  and  George’s  son  Henry’s  son  died 
in  service  during  the  Civil  War. 
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JOHANNES  ROTKROCKyS  FAMILY  A«2 

Johannes  Rothrock  (1,2,10) 

b-  1716  Leiselheim,  Germany 

d-  April  1794,  Northampton  County,  Penna.  (10) 

Mary  Kreiling,  his  wife 
childrens-  (10) 

a*  Michael  d—  circa  1797 


b.  John 

r-  Northampton  county,  Penna 

r-  Moved  to  central  Bucks  county, Penna,  1785  (6) 

c.  Jacob  Descendants  spelled  their  name  Rodrock. 


d,  David 

d-  1814 

r-  Near  Zion  Hill,  Bucks  Co., Penna* 

d-  circa  1814 

r-  Near  brother  Jacob  in  Zion  Hill,  Bucks  Co,, Pa. 

e.  Abraham 


f.  Isaac 

d-  1818 

r-  Near  Hellertown,  Lower  Saucon  twp,  Northam** 
-pton  County,  Penna 

g.  Samuel 

b-  1761 
d-  1838 

r-  Farm  near  Hellertown,  Lower  Saucon  twp., 
Northampton  County,  Penna. 

h.  Joseph 

b-  Listed  only  as  a  minor  in  1790  (6) 

i,  Margaret 

m-  Peter  Zug 

j.  Mary 

m-Isaac  Price 

k,  Ann 

m-  Daniel  Price 

1.  Asenath 

m-  David  Shelly 

m.  Catherine 

d-  before  1794 
m-  Benjamin  Reigel 

12. 


■ 


,  • 

I  -  * 


•ioria 

•• 


** 


. 


■ 

-fil 


Notes  on  Johannes  RothrockTs  Family?" 


1#  This  family  did  not  leave 

as  well  marked  a  trail  as  did  the  family  of  Johannes1  brother  Philip 
Jacob.  Johannes  loft  a  will  written  in  English  which  named  his 
family  as  given  above.  (10)  It  is  not  known  whether  he  spent  some 
time  in  York, Pa.  after  his  arrival  on  the  Pink  Mary  as  did  his  brother 
Philip  Jacob  and  his  father  Johannes*  Land  deeds  and  tax  records 

indicate  that  he  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Lower  Saucon  township,  North¬ 
ampton  County,  Pennsylvania  near  the  boundary  of  Bucks  County.  Several 

Rothrock  families  wore  farming  in  the  neighborhood  including  some  of  his 
children  and  his  brother  Johann  Georg  and  some  of  his  children# 

Johannes  acquired  considerable  land  here  and  engaged  in  farming  and  raising 
his  large  family. 


2.  One  interesting  member  of 

this  family  was  Rev.  Jacob  Jonathan  Rothtrock  of  Lansdalc,  Penna.  who 
served  as  pastor  of  St.  John’s  Reformed  Church  in  that  city  for  more  than 
thirty  years#  In  1893  he  made  a  vigorous  effort  to  trace  his  family 
lino  and  copies  of  his  letters  are  found  in  the  collections  of  most 
Rothrock  genealogists# 

Ho  finally  succeeded  in  finding  that  ho  was  a  descendant  of  Johannes 
Jr.,  his  great  grandfather  being  Johannes*  son  Samuel#  For  some  unknown 
reason,  Samuel’s  son  Jonathan  spelled  his  name  with  an  extra  "t”, 

Rothtrock.  This  spoiling  was  followed  for  several  generations  by 
members  of  that  family  living  near  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania  # 
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LUDWIG  ROTHROCKt$  FAMILY  A- 5 


Ludwig  Rothrock  (2,12,13) 

b-  1723  Leiselheim,  Germany 

d-  1797  Washington  County,  Maryland 

r-  WashingtonCounty,  Md# 


Catherine,  his  wife 

children!-  (12,13) 

a.  Jacob  Roderock 

b.  Abraham  Roderock 
c«  Daniel  Roderock 

d.  John  Rodrock 

e.  Lodwick  Roderock 

f.  Philip  Rotroff 

g.  Joshua  Roderick 
h*  Susanna 

m-  Nicholas  Leatfterman 
r-  Hampshire  Co*,  Virginia 


i,  Hannah 

m-  Philip  Hershman 
r-  Hampshire  Co*,  Virginia 

j.  Mary 

m-  John  Hineses 
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M„+ag  nn  the  family  of  Ludwig_gothrockS - 


1,  Ludwig  was  illiterate  as 
was  most  of  his  immediate  family^  ^^^ancfofto!  Henry  S.  Rothrock 
that^the°information  s“t  f^re  is  available. 

Since  they  could  not  spell  their  n-e  in^ngl island  apparently^ 
^miry^^rRoth^be^^lrSodrock,  Roderick,  and  even  Rotroft. 

2#  Ten  children  were  specified 

in  Ludwig's  will  wto.1V?*;. "SU&rf  {SS*  £"»£«' 

Ludwig.  (12)  In  the  final  d  s  1  0  rs  his  children  and 

Susanna,  Hannah,  and  Mary  signed  the  legal  P  P  for  the  estate  of 

heirs.  In  1815  Jacob  and  John  "°was  named  administrator  for  the  estate 

TXi.rd  ‘nF“0t5""n  U  ?.  «...  Philip  »d  Joshua  ar.  .ha 

two  children  not  accounted  for  above. 

3.  Ludwig  is  first  hoard  from 

in  /.uric,  in  a  l»d  *»1  1"  «  S’ ’  “3  S^'TSTS., 

in  1752.  Sometime  between  ^52  and  1774  he  mo  whef0  he 

time  the  far  west  and  sot  tied  in  1 «ashlnf£™  moye  ^ook  flim  some  60  miles 
remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  .  foothills  of  the  Appalachian 

west-southwest  of  York  and  into  the  °^ino  country.  Here  he  acquired 
mountains  when  this  was  very  new  pioneering  co  n  Y  Ludwig  probably 

land  and  as  the  only  occupation  on  the  frontier  wa 
followed  this;  pursuit  all  his  lire. 

4.  Some  of  Ludwig’s  sons  stayed 

.  n+hors  including  his  daughters,  moved 

with  him  in  Washington  coun  Y*  ’  At  t^e  final  sale  of  Ludwig’s 

into  nearby  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  A^tno^  as  a  rGsident  0f 

land  on  28  November  1798,  Ab^ahf\^°  •  ia),  Susanna  Leatherman  and  Hanna 
Hardy  county,  Virginia- (now  West  J-g-ia),  Susann^^  ^  ^  other  SQnS 

Hershman  were  residents  of  Hampsn  '!  .  (13) 

who  signed  lived  in  Washington  county,  Maryland.  U3J 

It  is  of  interest  that  only  Jacob  and  Daniel  signed  their  names. 

The  others  made  their  mark.  (13,  Boo  ,p* 

5.  My  great  uncle, John  Meyers 

Rothrock  of  Meronci  .Michigan,  foun^s°^  f^dier  in  at  . 

the9 time  tSg  in  the  in  the  Appalachian  -Uey.  He^aid 

they  were  "very  close  mouthed  and  he  didnt  lea™  e™C"  haye  been  some 

is  understandable  under  the  circumstances.  These  may 

of  Ludwig's  descendants. 
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PART  III 


JOHANN 

FROM 

GEORG  ROTHROCK 

TO 

EDGAR  SYLVANUS  ROTHROCK 


JOHANN  GEORG  ROTHROQOS  FAMILY 


A-4 


Johann  Georg  Rothrock  (25ll) 

b-  1721  Leiselheim,  Germany  1AI. . . 

d-  1806  Northampton  County,  Penna*  \6)*  Will 

r-  Bucks  County,  Penna. 


(11) 

probated  20  Sept*  1806 


Elizabeth  Roemig,  his  wife 

d-  Between  1798  &  1803 

children;-  (7,21) 

a*  George 

b-  circa  1747 
d-  May  1826 

r-  Mifflin  Co.  Pa*,  near  Lewistown 


b*  John 

r-  Northampton  county,  Penna* 


Henry 


r-  Northampton  Co*  Penna,  then  Oneida  Co*  New  York 


d.  Philip 

b-  1757 
d-  1851 

r-  Mifflin  county,  Penna. 

i'*'  *  ‘  .  '  -  •.  ,.v  I  A  hv  :f  •.  5  *-  .  It  $  •  Y 

.  :  •  4  i.O‘< -A •« *  -i  •  .i  1/ V.  V.  %  *  *  *  J*  *, 

e.  Peter 

b-  1755 
d-  1826 

m-  Margaret  Hubner  1785  (6) 

r-  Crawford  county,  Indiana 


f.  Daniel 

r-  Highland  county,  Ohio 


g*  Zacharias  (19) 
b-  29  Mar.  1763 
d-  29  Jan.  1834 

r-  Northampton  co*  Pa.,  then  Mifflin  co.  Pa*, 
h.  Jonathan 

r-  Northampton  co.  Pa.,  then  Juniata  Valley,  Pa. 
i*  Samuel 

r-  Luzerne  co.  Pa. 
j.  Susanna 
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Notes  on  Johann  Georg  Rothrock* s  Family 


1.  Johann  Georg  is  the  ancestor 

of  the  subjects  of  this  lineage  through  his  seventh  son  Zacharias  « 

He  was  only  15  years  old  when  his  father  Johannes  brought  his  family  to 
America#  Record  of  Johann  Georg  is  lost  from  1730  when  his  name  ap¬ 
pears  with  the  family  list  in  the  Pfiffligheim  Kirchenbuch  (2)  till 
1742  when  he  appears  in  the  records  of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania  where 
he  spent  most  of  his  life* 


2*  The  church  record  in  Germany 
spelled  his  name  Johann  Georg  and  that  spelling  is  kept  here  to  distin¬ 
guish  him  from  the  many  Johannesses,  Johns  and  Georges  that  appear  in 
the  Rothrock  family*  His  will  is  written  in  German  and  Georg  signed 
it  with  his  mark,  (ll)  In  it  his  name  is  spelled  Johannes  and  in  the 
probate  he  is  called  John  George*  As  the  Germans  are  not  too  particular 

about  what  they  call  their  boys  named  John,  we  will  exercise  the  same 
privilege  and  use  what  seems  to  be  his  baptismal  name,  Johann  Georg. 

3.  So  far  as  known  Johann  Georg 
was  a  farmer  all  his  life*  He  seems  to  have  been  a  big  scale  farmer 
as  he  warranted  &nd  purchased  land  in  Springfield  township, Bucks  county 
and  in  adjoining’ Lower  Saucon  township  of  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1779  ho  was  taxed  on  300  acres  of  land  in  Springfield  township,  five 
horses  and  five  cattle*  (14,  p  32)  If  he  worked  all  of  this  farm  by 
the  hand-horse  methods  of  the  day  it  would  keep  him  and  his  family 
very  busy. 


4*  The  record  of  his  large  family 

given  here  comes  from  notes  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Henry  Rothrock  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware  which  were  written  by  the  wife  of  one  Henry  P.  Rothrock. 
who  was  the  son  of  Johann  Georg* s  son  Peter  (A-4-e).  In  his  will 
Johann  Georg  mentions  two  sons  by  name,  Johannes  and  Jonathan, and  a  daughter 
Susanna  (ll)*  As  some  settlement  had  been  made  with  Jonathan,  the  will 
specifies, "Everything  remaining  in  my  estate  shall  be  divided  in  equal 
parts  between  the  remaining  eight  brothers,  my  sons,  and  their  sister, 
my  daughter"  (ll)# 


5#  Whether  it  was  the  spirit  of  the 

times  or  the  need  for  more  living  room  is  not  known  but  soon  after  Johann 
Georg* s  death  his  children  all  moved  away  from  the  Bucks  county  region# 
George,  Philip,  Zacharias, and  Jonathan  moved  to  the  Juniata  valley 
(Mifflin  county),  Henry  to  Oneida,  N.  Y*,  Peter  to  Crawford  county,  Indi¬ 
ana,  Daniel  to  Highland  county, Ohio,  and  Samuel  to  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl* 
vania.  So  far  as  is  known  John  stayed  in  Northampton  county#  There 
is  no  further  information  on  Susanna# 


6#  The  eldest  s©n*George,  served  in 
the  8th  Battalion  of  the  Cumberland  county  militia  in  1780-81-82  (23,  p565)o 
John,  Daniel,  and  Zacharias  are  listed  in  Capt#  Christopher  Wigner*s 
company  of  Springfield  township  Bucks  county  militia  on  October  1,  1781# 
^heir  names  are  misspelled  as  usual  and  they  are  listed  as  "Rodrisr 
(22  p  343). 
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ZACHARIAS  ROTH ROCK’S  FAMILY 


A-4-g 


Zacharias  Rothrock  (16) 

b-  29  Mar.  1763  Springfield  township,  Bucks  county,  Penna. 
d-  29  Jan.  1834 
Catherine  . .  first  wife 

b-  April  1765  (  Bible  says  1775  but  evidently  copying  error) 

d-  23  Mar.  1791 

childrenj- 

1.  Elizabeth 

b-  16  Apr.  1781 

2.  Solomon 

b-  1782 

3.  Valentine 

b-  6  Jan.  1784 

4.  Mary 

b-  24  Nov.  1785 

5.  Susanna 

b-  22  July  1787 

6.  Sarah 

b-  10  Mar.  1789 

Elizabeth  ....... . ,  second  wife 

b-  Apr.  1773 
d-  29  Nov.  1857 
children$- 

7.  Jonas 

b-  14  July  1801  Mifflin  county,  Penna* 
d-  8  Sept.  1894  Akron,  Ohio 

8.  David 

b-  24  July  1803 
d-  13  Oct.  1886 

9.  Barbara 

m-  Houghawont 

10.  Nancy 

b~  1811 

m-  David  Reynolds  (no  children) 
r-  Lima,  Ohio 

11.  Joseph 

b-  11  Next  older  than  William0  J.M.Rothrock  (26) 

12.  William 

b-  22  Dec.  1813 
d-  8  Jan.  1842 
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Notes  on  Zacharias  Rothrock* s  Family;- 


1.  Zacharias  seems  to  have  had 

an  itching  foot*  At  least  his  wanderings  rivaled  those  of  Ulysses. 

He  was  born  in  Springfield  township,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
farm  of  his  father  Johann  Georg.  In  1781  he  was  taxed  in  that  county 
as  a  distiller  which  meant  that  at  the  age  of  18  years  he  had  started 
himself  in  business.  In  1788  he  was  taxed  on  20  acres  of  land  in  his 
home  township.  The  1790  U.  S.  Census  found  him  in  Mt.  Bethel  township 

Northampton  county  with  one  son  under  16  years  of  age  (probably  Valentine) 
and  five  women  (probably  his  wife  Catherine  and  daughters  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Susanna,  and  Sarah)  in  his  household  (15  p  180)* 

2.  In  Mt  Bethel  township  he  is 

listed  as  a  miller  and  he  followed  this  trade  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Small  community  mills,  situated  where  water  power  was  available,  were 
sprinkled  throughout  early  Pennsylvania  and  some  are  still  in  operation* 
Here  farmers  could  have  their  grains  ground  into  flour  or  meal  on  a  percent¬ 
age  or  for  cash*  The  owner  was  not  always  the  miller  as  that  was  a 
skilled  trade.  Zacharias  was  such  a  tradesman.  There  is  no  record 
of  his  ever  buying  or  building  a  mill.  This  probably  accounts  for  his 
mobility  for  he  had  to  go  where  his  skills  were  most  needed  and  where  they 
brought  the  best  income* 

He  and  Elizabeth  sold  their  Mt.  Bethel  belongings  on  4  April  1800 
and  moved  to  Mifflin  county  in  the  Juniata  valley  near  Lewistown  and 
here  the  younger  children  were  born*  The  record  then  loses  him  but  a 
letter  from  one  of  his  nephews  written  in  1834  states,  "Uncle  John  Rothrock 
of  Northampton  county  died  in  March  last,  and  Uncle  Zachariah  in  Ohio 
in  December  "  (16)*  A  letter  from  his  grandson  Elias  states  that 

Zacharias  died  at  his  (Elias*)  Uncle  David* s  house  but  gives  no  inkling 
as  to  where  Uncle  David  lived.  The  1840  Census  shows  this  David  living 
in  Bethlehem  township,  Stark  county,  Ohio. 


3.  The  family  record  on  the  pre- 

ceeding  page  came  from  Zacharias*  Bible  but  apparently  is  not  complete* 

His  son  Joseph  was  not  mentioned  but  I  have  a  letter  from  Zacharias*  grandson 
John  Meyers  Rothrock  stating  that  his  Uncle  Joseph  was  omitted* 

A  deed  recorded  in  the  court  house  in  Easton,  Pennsylvania  and  made 
by  Zacharias  Rothrock  to  the  widow  of  Abraham  Labar,  gives  her  full  title 
to  Labar* s  property.  This  suggests  that  there  may  have  been  a  short,  ill- 
fated  marriage  to  Labar* s  widow  Rosina.  This  deed  is  dated  14  Feb.  1794 
which  falls  in  the  ten  year  gap  between  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Catherine 
and  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth.  The  Zacharias  Bible  seems  to  lack  the 
history  of  this  ten  year  gap. 
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4.  Zacharias*  family  Bible  has 

been  lost  but  its  existance  is  e[uthenticated  by  a  letter  I  have  which 
was  written  by  John  Meyers  Rothrock,  Zacharias1  grandson,  stating  that 
there  was  such  a  Bible  and  that  the  records  had  been  copied  from  it. 
These  records  were  copied  into  a  Bible  belonging  to  Zacharias*  grand¬ 
son,  Elias,  by  the  latters  daughter  Emma  Jane  who  brought  the  record 
down  through  Elias*  grandsons,  giving  a  complete  lineage  for  six  gene¬ 
rations.  The  gaps  which  may  occur  in  Zacharias*  record  do  not 
effect  this  lineage  as  they  occur  before  our  ancestor  Jonas  was  bc*.rn< 
They  do  pose  questions  for  other  lineages  that  seem  to  point  toward 
this  Zacharias  as  a  progenitor,  however. 

5.  Information  on  the  children 
of  Zacharias,  aside  from  Jonas,  is  missing.  His  daughter  Barbara 
married  a  man  named  Houghav/ont  and  another  daughter,  Nancy,  married 
David  Reynolds  and  lived  in  Lina,  Ohio.  Nancy  had  no  children. 

She  seems  to  have  been  a  great  favcrite  with  her  Ohio  relatives. 

6*  The  roll  of  Captain 

Christopher  Wigner*s  Company  of  the  Springfield  Township,  Bucks 
County,  Penna.  Militia,  dated  1781,  shows  the  name  of  Zacharias 
and  his  brothers  Daniel  and  John.  His  name, however,  was  mis¬ 
spelled  "Rodrick"  (  22  p  343). 
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JONAS  ROTHROCK’S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7 


Jonas  Rothrock 


(19) 


b-  14  July  1801  Mifflin  county,  Penna. 

d-  8  Sept  1894  Akron,  Ohio 

Lydia  Nagele,  his  first  wife 
b-  '  1795 

d-  2  Aug#  1858 
m-  5  I^ay  1825 
childrenf- 


a#  George  N  • 

b-  21  Mar#  1826  Mifflin  county,  Penna*. 
children;-  none 

b#  Elias 

b-  1  Sept#  1827  Mifflin  county,  Penna., 
d-  26  April  1910  Akron,  Ohio 
r-  Akron,  Ohio 

c#  David  Rickabaugh 

b-  16  July  1830  Mifflin  county,  Penna# 
r-  Chicago 

d#  John  Meyers 

b-  8  Apr.  1833  Mifflin  county,  Penna# 
d-  5  Sept#  1925  Morenci,  Mich, 
r-  Morenci,  Michigan 

m-  1#  •##•••••  Henderson  children;-  none 


children;-  none 


2#  Hattie  Hill 


e.  Harriett  Ann  ("Hattie'1) 

b-  6  April  1835  Mifflin  county,  Penna# 
d-  28  July  1845  Akron,  Ohio 

f#  William  Henry 


b-  26  Feb#  1837  Mifflin  county,  Penna# 
d-  6  Feb#  1927 

m-  1#  Sarah  Messer  children  2 

2#  Mary  Bennage  children  none 

r-  Akron,  Ohio 


Elizabeth  Jones,  his  second  wife 
b-  1824 

d-  24  April  1886 
children;- 


none 
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JONAS  ROTHROCK 
1801-1894 


Notes  on  Jonas  Rothrock*s  Family;- 


1.  Like  his  father,  Zacharias, 

Jonas  was  a  miller.  Legend  has  it  that  he  was  very  expert  at 
dressing  the  huge, flinty  buhrstones  used  to  grind  the  grain. 

So  far  as  is  known,  he  never  owned  a  mill  but  worked  as  a  miller  for 
more  fortunate  humans  who  owned  power  sites  on  which  they  had  built 
mills. 


His  father  had  moved  from  Bethel  township,  Northampton 
county  to  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania  sometime  in  1800.  Jonas 
was  born  in  the  latter  county  in  1801  and  grew  up  and  married  there. 

The  5th  U.S. Census  (1830)  found  him  living  in  Fermanaugh  township 
Mifflin  county  with  a  wife  (Lydia)  and  two  boys  under  five  years  of 
age  (George  and  Elias).  The  1850  Census  found  him  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio.  It  is  known  that  the  family  lived  for  a  time  in  the  vicinity 
of  Massillon, Ohio  before  moving  to  Summit  county  (17).  Since  all 
of  Jonas1  children  were  born  in  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania  the  move  to 
Ohio  had  to  be  made  after  the  youngest1 s  birthyear,  1837*  Information 
now  available  seems  to  indicate  that  Jonas  brought  his  family  to  Ohio 
about  1840. 


Jonas  lived  to  be  93  years  old,  his  last  years  being  spent 
in  the  home  of  his  son  Elias  at  690  Coburn  St.  Akron, Ohio.  Here 

Jonas  died.  The  compiler  recalls  him  as  a  very  old, very  thin,  and 
very  bent  man,  whose  sense  of  humor  and  liking  for  people  had  not  left 
him.  He  used  to  frighten  my  parents  by  trying  to  lift  my  brother  and 
me.  He  had  handled  too  many  meal  sacks  in  his  day,  however,  to  drop 
a  small  boy. 


He  rests  in  East  Akron  cemetery,  beside  his  second  wife, 

Elizabeth. 


2.  With  Lydia,  Jonas*  first  wife, 

we  again  run  foul  of  English  spelling  of  German  names.  Lydia  brought 
with  her  a  German  Bible  published  in  1743  (20).  Some  family  entries 
are  written  on  the  fly  leaves  in  German  script  and  the  name  here  is 
spelled  "Nagele"  (nagel  is  nail  in  German)  and  Lydia  is  spelled  "Lidi". 

In  Jonas*  Bible,  her  birth  notice  is  spelled  "Lidia"  but  her  death 
notice,  written  in  a  different  hand,  is  spelled  "Lydia".  Jonas 
spelled  her  last  name  "Nagly"  but  her  brothers  spelled  it  "Nagele"  (20) 
and  this  last  spelling  wi,ll  be  used  here. 

She  came  from  a  Pennsylvania  Dutch  line  and,  guessing  from 
the  handwriting  in  her  Bible,  had  an  uncle  George  Nagele  b-  July  1764, 
a  father  Joseph  Nagele  b-  Sept. 1766,  a  mother  Hanna  Schneider  b-  July  1760 
a  brother  Johan  Georg,  and  a  sister  Sara  (  or  Catherine). 
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3.  None  of  Jonas*  children 

followed  their  father* s  trade*  There  is  no  information  on  George* 

Elias  will  be  discussed  later*  Little  is  known  about  David  Ridcabaugh. 
The  record  says  he  had  no  children  but  the  compiler  remembers  his  parents 
visiting  the  Chicago  Worlds  Fair  in  1893  and  staying  at  ’’Uncle  Dave's 
house”  where  a  daughter  Beatrice  made  quite  an  impression*  Pleasant 
Valley  Cemetery,  near  Akron, 0^  has  graves  of  Jonny,  Cora,  and  Sylvester, 
infant  children  of  D.R.and  S.A«Rothrock. 

John  Meyers  served  as  an  infantryman  with  the  Ohio 
Volunteers  during  the  Civil  War*  He  took  part  in  the  campaigns  in  the 
Appalachian  Valley*  He  used  to  regale  his  relatives  with  talcs  of 
sleeping  in  Southern  corn  fields  in  rain-filled  furrows  and  of  aiming 
his  ’’piece”  (rifle)  through  a  fence  just  as  a  "rebel”  bullet  splintered 
the  rail  in  front  of  his  face*  He  was  disgusted  with  the  soldiers 
of  World  War  I  because,  in  his  words,  "they  were  sleeping  on  feather  beds’* 

He  settled  in  Morenci,  Michigan  where  he  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age* 

He  was  a  "traveling  man”  salesman  for  the  Diamond  Pottery  Company  of 
Akron,  Ohio.  As  such  he  traveled  extensively  through  the  mid-northern 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan*  (26).  He  was  a 
devout  and  staunch  Methodist.  Though  he  married  twice,  he  had 
no  children. 


Harriett  Ann  was  just  a  memory  among  the  older  members 
of  the  family*  She  died  when  just  past  ten  years  old. 

William  Henry,  the  youngest  of  Jonas*  children,  was  a 
man  everybody  liked.  He  served  with  the  42nd  Division,  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Civil  War  in  the  campaigns  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley*  He  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  where  he  was  once 
knocked  to  the  ground  by  a  bullet  which  creased  his  skull  when  his 
company  was  ordered  to  stand,  without  firing,  on  a  ridge  in  full  view 
of  the  "Rebs"  to  "Draw  fire".  He  came  home  from  the  war  so  emaciated 
that  his  brother  Elias  did  not  recognize  him* 

Settling  in  Akron  after  the  war,  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  there. 
His  home  was  on  Coburn  Street  within  a  block  of  the  home  of  his  brother 
Elias*  He  was  a  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker  and  worked  much  of  the 
time  in  the  factories  in  Akron.  In  the  army  he  had  a  buddy  named  Sam 
Messer  and  their  friendship  continued  the  rest  of  their  lives.  After 
the  war  William  married  Sam’s  sister  ,  Sarah,  They  had  two  children, 
Hattie  May  and  Maynard  Wilber. 

Willian  Henry  was  a  staunch  Methodist  and  a  pillar  of  the  Main  Street 
Methodist  church  of  Akron.  His  proudest  possession  was  a  medal  given 
him  by  the  members  of  the  Sunday  School  class  he  taught  for  many  years 
which  reads$-  "  In  recognition  of  80  years  as  a  scholar  and  65  years 
as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School." 

He  died  at  his  home  on  Coburn  Street  and  is  buried  in  Glendale 
Cemetery  in  Akron,  Ohio. 
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ELIAS  ROTHROCK'S  FAMILY 


A-4~g-7-b 


Elias  Rothrock  (19) 

b-  1  Sept.  1827  Mifflin  county,  Penna 
d-  26  Apr.  1910  Akron,  Ohio 
r-  Akron,  Ohio 

Mary  Rhodenbaugh,  his  first  wife 
b-  14  Feb.  1826 
d-  1  Mar.  1861 
m-  29  Nov,  1846 
childrenj- 

1.  Jemima  Kessiah 

b-  22  Sept.  1847  Summit  county,  Ohio 
d-  18  March  1848 

2.  Ida  Ellen 

b-  20  Oct.  1858  Summit  county,  Ohio 

d-  17  May  1923 

m-  1.  Edward  J.  Bullock,  8  Mar.  1881 

4  children!  3  died  in  infancy 
2.  John  Ditto 

no  children 
r-  Akron,  Ohio 

3.  Elva  Delphinia 

b-  29  Oct.  1860 
d-  10  May  1911 

m-  Mark  Stroman,  11  Nov.  1880  5  1  child 

r-  Akron,  Ohio 

Leah  Hubler-Kinsey.  his  second  wife 

b-  15  July  1837  East  Liberty,  Ohio 
d-  23  June  1925  Akron,  Ohio 
m-  15  Sept.  1861 
childreni- 

4.  Edgar  Sylvanus 

b-  3  May  1862  Summit  county,  Ohio 
d~  13  June  1931  Cleveland,  Ohio 
m-  Mary  Ellen  Moore,  14  June  1888 
children!  3  sons 

5.  Emma  Jane 

b-  24  July  1866,  Summit  county,  Ohio 
d-  6  Mar.  1940,  Akron,  Ohio 
m-  William  A.  Kilmer,  1  Jan  1889 
children!-  none 

6.  Lydia  Elsie 

b-  4  Apr.  1870  Summit  county,  Ohio 
d-  4  Feb.  1928  Akron,  Ohio  (21 ) 

m-  1.  Julian  P  Miller,  27  Feb.  1893 

2.  Oliver  Purky,  27  Mar.  1905 

3.  Fred  McDonald, 
children!-  none 
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ELIAS  ROTHROCK  LEAH  HUBLER-ROTHROCK 

1827-1910  1837-  1925 


Notes  on  Elias  Rothrock’s  Family;- 


1*  Elias  was  the  second  of  Jonas1 
children  and,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  was  born  in  Mifflin  county, 
Pennsylvania.  The  family  moved  to  Ohio  when  he  was  a  small  boy  and  the 
trip  made  a  lasting  impression  on  his  memory.  Part  of  the  trip  was 
made  by  canal  boat  and  he  often  told  of  how  the  boats  were  hauled  over 
the  mountains  on  railroad  cars  by  wince  and  cable. 

He  grew  up  in  Pleasant  valley  near  Akron  and  spent  most  of 
his  mature  life  in  that  city.  In  his  early  life  he  did  some  farming 
and  bought  the  mill  which  his  father  had  operated.  He  was  a  salesman 
for  the  Hankey  Lumber  Company  and  bought  lumber  for  the  Diamond  Match 
Company  which  required  expert  selection  of  lumber  to  insure  well  seasoned 
and  straight  grained  match  sticks.  His  son  Edgar  reported  that,  in  his 
youth,  Elias  was  the  local  strong  man  but  never  went  into  detail  on  the 
outlets  his  athletic  prowess  took. 

Elias  was  a  rugged  individualist  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

A  staunch  Methodist,  he  was  a  pillar  in  the  Main  Street  Methodist  Church 
in  Akron.  He  took  an  active  part  in  local  government  and  was  especial¬ 
ly  proud  of  his  service  on  the  Grand  Jury.  His  house  was  a  haven  for 
his  family  and  relatives!  his  father  Jonas  and  Leah’s  mother  Elizabeth 
spent  their  last  years  in  his  home  and  his  younger  married  daughters  and 
their  husbands  lived  with  them  for  many  years*  He  moulded  the  half 
brother  and  sisters  into  a  close-knit  family  unit.  Elias  died  of  a 
"sttoke"  in  1910  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  East  Akron  cemetery. 

2.  The  generation  that  knew  Mary 

Rhodenbaugh  has  gone  and  there  is  little  record  of  her  in  the  family 
archives.  The  Rhodenbaughs  lived  in  or  near  Pleasant  Valley  and 
often  ’’traded"  farm  work  with  the  Rothrocks.  Mary  is  buried  in 
Pleasant  Valley  cemetery. 

Mary  Rhodenbaugh-Rothrock  had  three  daughters  by  Elias 
the  oldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy*  The  second,  Ida  Ellen,  married 

Edward  J.  Bullock  and  spent  her  life  in  Akron.  Ida  had  several 
children  but  only  one,  Orlan  Edgar,  reached  maturity.  ’’Orie"  married 
an  Akron  belle,  Melisa  Johnson,  and  they  had  two  ohildren,  Letha  Jane 
and  Billy  Max. 


The  third  daughter,  Elva  Delphinia,  spent  her  life  in  Akron. 
She  married  David  Max  Stroman  (or  Strohman),  and  bore  him  one  daughter, 
Mary  Edna  who  married  Rildo  M.  Lawrence  (pronounced  Law-  renz1)  and  had 
one  child,  Evelyn.  Edna  was  thrown  from  a  railroad  trestle  by ’a  train 
and  killed  while  on  a  fishing  trip  in  Florida. 

4.  Leah  Hubler  was  of  Pennsylvania 

Dutch  stock.  Her  father  was  Michael  Hubler  (b-  1816)  and  her  mother 
Elizabeth  Snider  (b-  1822).  The  U.S. Census  for  1850  found  this 
family  living  in  Green  township,  Summit  county,  Ohio.  It  states  that 
the  father  and  mother  were  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  that  Leah  was  12 
years  old  and  had  been  born  in  Ohio. 
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Leah  was  the  oldest  child  and  had  four  brothers; 

Peter  (b-  1841),  John  (b-  1842),  Jacob  (b-  1844),  and  Aaron  (b-  1847)# 

She  married  a  man  named  Kinsey  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter,  Mary*  Mary 
grew  up  in  the  Elias  Rothrock  household  and  married  Elias  Hartong,  a 
farmer  near  Akron,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Charles*  Charles  has  grand 
children  living  today. 

Leah’s  marriage  to  Elias  Rothrock  was  the  second  for  both 
and  proved  a  happy  one  for  all  concerned.  Her  last  years  were  spent 
in  the  house  at  690  Coburn  St*,  Akron,  Ohio,  where  she  had  cared  for 
her  family  for  so  many  years*  Her  youngest  daughters,  Jane  and  Elsie, 
cared  for  her  during  her  declining  years  and  in  her  last  illness* 

She  rests  in  East  Akron  cemetery* 


5*  Emma  Jane  was  called  "Jennie 

for  many  years  but  later  relatives  and  associates  called  her  "Jane". 

She  probably  felt  it  was  more  dignified  and  in  keeping  with  her  years. 

She  was  the  business  woman  of  the  family  and  enjoyed  meeting  people* 

Her  extrovert  nature  brought  her  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances*  She  belonged  to  several  social  groups,  liked  to  travel,  and 
sang  in  the  Methodist  church  choir.  In  1889  she  married  William  A, 
Kilmer,  a  photographer  who  hailed  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
for  many  years  they  operated  a  studio  in  Akron  with  a  partner  named  Snook* 
The  firm  of  Snook  and  Kilmer  prospered  until  they  got  wind  of  rich  gold 
diggings  in  Mexico*  Kilmer  went  to  Mexico  to  oversee  the  project 
and  was  killed  there  leaving  everyone  connected  with  the  scheme  wiser 
but  poorer*  After  her  husband’s  death,  Jane  took  care  of  her  ageing 
parents  until  thjir  deaths.  She  then  moved  into  the  house  of  her 
uncle,  William  Henry  Rothrock,  to  which  she  had  fallen  heir  and  which 
was  about  a  block  away  from  Elias'  house  on  Coburn  Street.  There 
she  died  and  is  buried  in  the  Rothrock  lot  in  East  Akron  cemetery, 

Emma  Jane  had  no  children. 


6*  Lydia  Elsie  had  a  rare 
sense  of  humor.  The  Dutch  Pie«-for-breakfast  demand  of  the  family 
elicited  from  her  the  sobriquet  "the  pie-faced  Rothrocks"*  She 
loved  her  home  and  tried  to  have  one  of  her  own*  Her  first  marriage 
was  to  a  Julian  Miller,  a  barber  in  North  Amhurst,  Ohio  and  ended  in 
divorce*  Her  second,  to  Oliver  Purky,  a  machinist,  proved  a  happy  one 
but  was  cut  short  by  Oliver's  death.  Her  third  to  Fred  McDonald,  was 
also  a  happy  one  until  Fred  took  sick  and, after  prolonged  illness, died* 

There  were  no  children  by  any  of  these  marriages  and  Elsie 
spent  her  last  years  caring  for  her  mother  Leah  in  the  family  home 
on  Coburn  street*  Her  resting  place  is  also  the  family  lot  in 
the  East  Akron  cemetery* 
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EDGAR  SYLVANUS  ROTHROCK'S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7-b-4 


Edgar  Sylvanus  Rothrock 

b-  3  May  1862  Pleasant  Valley,  Summit  county,  Ohio 

d-  13  June  1931  Cleveland,  Ohio 

r-  Akron  and  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mary  Ellen  (Nellie) Moore ,  h i s  wi f e 
b~  8  Nov,  1863  Akron,  Ohio 

d-  1  Oct,  1943  Silver  City,  New  Mexico 

r-  Akron  and  Cleveland,  Ohio 
m-  14  June  1888 
children|- 

a ,  Edgar  Paul 

b-  26  Aug,  1889,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 

m-  i5  Sept.  1917,  Grace  Rhoda  Foster,  in  Cleveland, Ohio 

r-  Vermillion,  South  Dakota  et.al. 

b,  Donald  Thomas 

b-  22  Jan*  1891,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 
r-  Cleveland, Akron, Ohio,  et.  al, 
m-  1.  Johanna  Sophia  Caroline  Asmus,  18  Mar.  1913 
2,  Mary  Louise  Higgins-Gatchell,  August  1929 

c,  Howard  Eugene 

b-  11  June  1893,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 
r-  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Coleman,  Texas,  et,  al. 
m-  1,  Irene  Tully,  27  May  1920,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

2.  Elizabeth  Fielden,  21  Oct.  1945,  Washington, D.C. 
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MARY  ELLEN  MOORE- ROTHROCK  EDGAR  SYLVANUS  ROTHROCK 

1863-  1943  1862-  1931 


Notes  on  Edgar  Svlvanus  Rothrock  .Vs.  Fami_iy 5 - 


1.  Though  the  Rothrock  tribe  has 

had  more  than  its  share  of  clergymen,  Edgar  Sylvanus  is  the  only  one  in 
this  lineage  to  follow  this  profession.  .  His  God-fearing  parents 
and  near  relatives  transmitted  to  him  the  idea  that  this  was  the 
"highest  calling"  and  it  was  only  natural  that  he  should  hear  the  call  to 
preach  when  quite  young.  Graduating  from  Buchtel  College  (now  e 
University  of  Akron)  in  1886,  he  entered  Oberlin  Theological  Seminary 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  and  was  ordained  a  Congregational 
clergyman  in  1889.  Why  he  should  become  a  Congregational  preacher 
when  all  his  relatives  were  staunch  Methodists  has  never  been  explained. 

He  held  pastorates  at  Brecksville,  Garrettsville,  Parkland 
Pilgrim  churches  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  1910,  20  years  after  his  ordin¬ 
ation  he  became  Superintendent  of  the  Congregational  Conference  of  Ohio 
with  headquarters  in  Cleveland.  He  held  this  office  until  a  year  before 
his  death.  His  success  in  this  post  is  attested  by^an  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  which  was  confered  on  him  by  Defiance  College 
in  1930.  He  performed  a  wedding  ceremony  for  each  of  his  three  sons. 


He  loved  music  and  saw  to  it  that  his  sons  had  a  chance  to 
cultivate  their  musical  talents  which  had  been  denied  him.  He  had  a. 
good  bass  voice  and  used  it  in  glee  club  and  chorus  singing.  His  claim 
was  that  he  had  had  more  fun  with  that  kind  of  singing  than  if  he  had 
learned  to  sing  "real  nice". 


He  loved  the  out-of-doors,  especially  camping  and  fishing, 
and  tried  to  instill  the  same  love  of  these  recreations  in  his  sons. 
His  family  always  accompanied  him  on  his  vacation  trips  and  shared  his 

knowledge  of  camp  and  woodcraft. 

He  died  after  a  brief  illness  at  his  home  in  Euclid, Ohio 
and  sleeps  in  Glendale  cemetery  in  Akron,  Ohio. 


2c  Mary  Ellen,  always  called 

"Nellie"  by  her  family  and  associates,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Beaver  Moore  and  Martha  Clark.  Thomas  Beaver  was  the  son  of  Henry 
Moore  and  Elizabeth  Beaver,  both  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock, who  came 
to  Ohio  some  ten  years  after  their  marriage  to  pioneer  on  an  Ohio  farm 
near  Akron.  Thomas  Beaver  was  born  on  this  farm  south  of  Akron  and 
farmed  in  his  early  years.  Most  of  his  working  years,  however,  were 
spent  as  a  tool  operator  in  the  Buckeye  Mower  &  Reaper  factory  in  Akron. 
His  v/ife  Martha  Clark  and  her  two  younger  sisters  had  been  brought  to 
America  from  Epworth,  England  when  small  girls  by  their  father  Samuel 
Clark  on  the  sailing  ship  Albert  Galatin.  The  family  fortune  had  been 
lost  and  Samuel  did  not  want  his  girls  to  have  to  work  as  domestics  m 
England.  Though  pioneering  in  America  was  much  more  rigorous,  it  was, 
in  British  eyes,  more  genteel.  Because  of  her  lovable  mother,  daughter 
Nellie  was  a  strong  Anglophile.  If  it  was  English,  it  was  all  right! 
Nellie  had  two  brothers  and  two  sistersj-  Charles  Leroy  b-  28  Nov.  1861, 
Ada  May  b-  29  Mar.  1866,  John  Clark  b-  8  Apr.  1870  and 
Clara  Zelle  b-  2  Aug.  1884. 
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Born  in  Akron,  Ohio,  Nellie  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city,  both  grade  and  high  school*  Those  were  not 
days  when  girls  regularly  prepared  for  careers  other  than  marriage  and 
this  was  learned  at  home*  Nellie’s  mother  was  an  excellent  teacher* 

The  Moore  home  was  less  than  two  blocks  from  the  home  of  Edgar  Sylvanus 
so  the  romance  of  Nellie  and  Edgar  was  a  case  of  falling  in  love  with 
the  girl  next  door* 

Nellie’s  duties  as  wife  and  mother  were  her  main  interests 
in  life  and  she  did  them  both  well*  She  also  enjoyed  travel  and  ac¬ 
companied  her  husband  on  several  trips  through  western  United  States* 

They  spent  several  winters  in  Florida  together  and  she  continued  to  go 
there  for  some  years  after  his  death*  She  was  not  too  fond  of  camping 
but  put  up  with  its  inconveniences  because  Edgar  liked  it  so  much* 

Her  end  came  without  warning  as  she  lay  sleeping,  while  on 
a  short  sojourn  in  Silver  City  New  Mexico  where  her  son  Howard  was  living* 
Her  grave  is  in  the  Moore  lot  in  Glendale  cemetery,  in  Akron,  Ohio 
beside  that  of  her  husband* 
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PART  IV 


DESCENDANTS  OF 
EDGAR  SYLVANUS  ROTHROCK 


EDGAR  PAUL  ROTHROCK'S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7-b-4-a 


Edgar  Paul  Rothrock 

b-  26  Aug*  1889,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 
r-  Cleveland, Ohio,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  et  al 

Grace  Rhoda  Foster,  his  wife 

b-  2  Aug*  1890,  Clyde,  Ohio 

r-  Clyde  Ohio,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  et  al 
m-  15  Sept*  1917,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
children;- 

1*  David  Paul 

b-  10  May  1920,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
r-  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  Denver,  Colorado,  etal 


2*  Donald  Foster 

b-  24  July  1924,  Vermillion,  South  Dakota 
r-  Vermillion,  South  Dakota,  Phoenix,  Arizona, 

Denver,  Colorado,  et  al 


Notes  on  Edgar  Paul  Rothrock's  Family;- 


1*  Though  preacher1 s  kids 

make  up  in  devilment  for  their  parents*  goodness,  being  brought  up  in 
such  a  home  has  lasting  effects*  The  high  idealism,  the  reverence 
for  learning,  and  the  desire  to  do  something  useful  in  the  world  is 
hard  to  escape*  Maybe  it  was  this  and  maybe  it  was  just  natural 
curiosity  that  drew  Edgar  Paul  into  the  profession  of  geology,  where 
he  has  spent  his  life  as  a  prospector , administrator  and  teacher. 

Born  in  the  Congregational  parsonage  in  Garrettsville,  Ohio 
he  was  moved  to  east  Cleveland  just  in  time  to  start  first  grade  in  a 
country  type  one  room  schoolhouse*  A  few  weeks  of  this  and  a  new  city 
schoolhouse  was  completed  and  from  then  on, education  was  in  the  highly 
departmentalized  Cleveland  city  schools*  Besides  Latin,  History,  and 
Mathematics  there  was  plenty  of  interest  in  manual  training,  basket  ball, 
theatricals  and  music*  Edgar  Paul  had  the  distinction  of  being  the 
last  Greek  student  in  the  Cleveland  high  schools,  and  of  organizing  and 
conducting  the  first  student  orchestra  at  Lincoln  High*  It  was  a 
squeaky  affair  but  made  joyful  noises, 

A  year  at  Western  Reserve  University  was  followed  by  three  at 
Oberlin  College  and  a  degree  in  1912*  ’’Slinging  Hash"  in  college 
dining  halls  and  working  as  laboratory  instructor  kept  schooling  going 
until  a  Master's  degree  was  granted  by  Oberlin  in  1914*  Then  followed 
a  session  at  the  University  of  Chicago  which  earned  the  coveted  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  cum  laude  in  1922. 
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1889-  1890- 


A  few  years  as  field  geologist  for  oil  companies  and  several 
state  geological  surveys  were  followed  by  35  years  of  teaching  and  re¬ 
search  on  the  mineral  resources  of  South  Dakota  as  State  Geologist  and 
head  of  the  Department  of  Geology  at  the  State  University. 

Edgar  Paul  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society  of  America,  a 
near  charter  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Petroleum  Geologists, 
a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Engineers, 
and  has  been  e  Fellow  in  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science*  He  is  also  a  Mason  and  officer  in  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Vermillion*  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion  and  Rotary  Club* 

Retirement  in  1957  left  time  for  such  pleasant  occupations  as  com¬ 
piling  this  lineage,  visiting  interesting  places  which  the  pressure  of 
business  never  allowed  and  developing  a  leisurely  business 
in  consulting  geology* 


2*  Grace  Rhoda  Foster  was 

born  in  Clyde, Ohio,  the  younger  of  two  daughters  of  Robert  Foster  and 
Mary  Jane  Curtis*  Her  father  Robert,  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y*  in  1856, 
was  the  youngest  of  nine  children  of  John  Foster  and  Susan  Dunn,  who  came 
to  America  from  Armagh  county,  north  Ireland*  The  family  moved  from 
New  York  to  the  Clyde  vicinity  when  Robert  was  ten  years  old*  In  1886 
Robert  married  Mary  Jane  Curtis,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Curtis  (b-1825)  and 
Rhoda  Jane  Hurd  (b-  1828}  both  of  whom  were  born  near  Clyde*  Named  only 
Grace  Foster  at  birth,  she  wanted  a  middle  name  when  she  grew  older  and 
chose  the  name  of  her  grandmother  Rhoda  of  whom  she  was  very  fond. 

Grace* s  early  education  was  in  the  Clyde  schools*  Upon  graduat¬ 

ing  from  Clyde  High  School  she  became  a  school  teacher.  For  a  year 
she  taught  country  school  north  of  Clyde  drilling  the  three  R*s  into 
pupils  some  of  whom  were  bigger  than  she*  She  then  taught  two  years 
in  the  Clyde  city  schools.  By  dint  of  hard  work  and  saving  she  made 
her  own  way  through  Oberlin  College  with  English  as  her  major  study* 

She  was  graduated  from  Oberlin  in  1915  with  honors  which  won  for  her 
election  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Honorary  Scholastic  Fraternity.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  two  years  of  teaching  before  she  exchanged  this  career  for  one 
in  heme-making  in  1917. 

Taking  up  genealogy  as  a  hobby,  Grace  found  that  her  mother* s 
ancestors  fought  in  the  American  Revolution  and  this  entitled  her  to  join 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution*  '  She  held  several  offices 
in  the  local  chapter  of  this  organization  and  then  became  active  in  the 
state  administration  where  she  has  been  State  Consulting  Registrar,  then 
State  Vice  Regent,  and  finally  State  Regent  for  South  Dakota.  Further 
search  revealed  ancestors  in  earlier  wars  which  enabled  her  to  join  the 
Daughters  of  Colonial  Wars.  The  trail  finally  led  back  to  1215  A.D. 
where  she  found  that  she  was  related  to  Robert  Fitz  Walter,  Keeper  of 
Hertford  Castle  and  leader  of  the  Surety  Barons,  who  forced  King  John 
to  sign  the  Magna  Charta  (25). 

Besides  these  patriotic  organizations,  Grace  is  a  member  of 
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The  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  P.E.O.  Sisterhood,  She  is  al: 
a  life  member  of  the  South  Dakota  Historical  Society.  .  During  her 

college  days  she  joined  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  an  active 
participant  in  its  undertakings. 

Nature  is  her  delight.  Birds,  plants,  camping,  and  fishing 
are  all  important  parts  of  living.  Birds  frequent  her  yard  in  abun 
dance  and  variety  as  it  is  well  provided  with  food,  water,  and  nesting 
places.  A  very  green  thumb  makes  her  home  a  garden  when  the  bliz¬ 
zards  howl  and  a  park  when  summer  breezes  blow. 


3.  David  Paul  Rothrock 

learned  to  travel  early.  Born  in  Oklahoma  Chty,  he  took  his  first  trip 
by  train  and  auto  up  the  Rocky  Mountain  front  to  Billings,  Montana . 
at  the  age  of  six  weeks.  Since  then  he  has  spent  much  of  his  life 
traveling  the  western  United  States  as  a  professional  geologist. 


At  two  years  of  age,  in  Chicago,  he  ’’Packed  up  all  my  toys  to 
go  to  South  Dakota”  and  there  he  grew  up  in  the  university  town  of  . 
Vermillion.  Grade  and  high  school  years  saw  him  develop  his  musical 
talent  as  a  flute  player  in  band,  orchestra,  and  ensemble.  The  Boy 
Scout  skills  struck  a  responsive  chord  and  he  became  an  ardent  out-of- 
doors-man  and  naturalist  following  the  Scout  program.  He  finally 
earned  the  highest  Scout  award,  Eagle  Scout,  which  was  presented  to  him 
by  Capt.  Orville  Anderson  who  had  recently  completed  the  first  strato¬ 
spheric  balloon  flight  from  the  Black  Hills. 

David’s  high  school  record  earned  him  a  scholarship  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  and  he  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1942 
with  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Geology.  After  an  interruption 
caused  by  the  war,  he  returned  to  Chicago  for  a  year’s  graduate 
study  in  geology. 

Immediately  upon  graduation  from  Chicago,  David  was  offered  a 
position  on  the  geological  staff  of  the  Carter  Oil  Company  and  has  been 
with  that  company  ever  since  except  for  the  time  of  his  military  service. 


During  World  War  II  David  served  briefly  in  the  infantry  before 
being  assigned  to  a  2nd  Army  Air  Force  photo  interpretation  section. 

The  mathematical  part  of  his  background  was  applied  in  developing 
photo  techniques  to  determine  bomb  effectiveness  on  obscure  targets. 
This  work  was  continued  in  the  20th  Air  Force  Headquarters  Squadron  and 
involved  the  instruction  of  lower  echelon  Air  Force  officers..  He  con 
tinued  this  work  on  Guam  for  nine  months  and  had  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  Tokyo,  Shizuoka,  Hiroshima,  and  other  cities  at  the  close  o 
hostilities.  Three  and  a  half  years  of  service  were  concluded  with 
two  months  of  report  writing  in  the  Pentagon  in  Washington,  .  . 

David  left  the  service  with  a  Technical  Sergeant  grade. 


David  is  a  member  of  the  Geological  Society  of  America  and  the 
American  Association  of  Petroleum  Geologists.  Since 

uncle  Howard  are  also  members,  he  makes  the  third  of  this  lineag 


32. 


■  ■  :  •• 

'  Of 

t. 


*  - ; 

f fT ,  ,  J  fj  f 

'  •  If"  »e*J.  o-  '  rr'-5  -  Vi  L  00 

r  ,  *  •  '  - 


*  ■  '*  • .  -  :•  '  j-  ; 


‘i  U'.i * \  , aiyx  •  ■  ’ 1 r  *  ,  .  r  • 

/  j  ■ 

■ 

<•  1  .>  -  r  •  ■! " 


.  :  c  J.:. 

i  -  S 


7  . r 

- 

K  '  >  ' 

r!:. 

''  *f  T  .'/I 

.  OiO  - 

: 

..  ’  r.  •.r~o- . 

r.‘‘  ■  ,  if).  t 

. 

.  ■  • 

■'•or’o  vV  t  00(!201  .  0  *0  :  U  'tit  '/.o 

.1  •  . 

•  .  •  . 

*  ■ 


. 


*  r  •  ■ 

;  ■  ■'  r  ; 

'V  70':  s  IrV  ci j  '  u~  .  ■:  .......  .  ,  *  o,.s.  •, 

•  \  ‘  ■  2  ,  • :  i. !  ’  ■ 

' 

: 

. 

'iA  •  •'  •  l  ~  { 

*  '  '  :  '  ■  .  '  .  ' 

;•  ;  v<'  . 

f‘  v  ko  ^  ■  orf;"  )o  r,o  r  •  r •  •< 

-  'n  "  '  .  ■  '  eir  "T.  r  -  f 


<  '  ••  •  •  .  ,  jv 

&  r  .  •  i :  .’od 


David 


be  granted  membership  in  these  august  national  societies, 
is  a  specialist  on  the  stratigraphy  of  western  United  States. 

He  has  many  hobbies.  His  homo  in  Denver  is  decorated  with 
Indian  artifacts  and  he  has  a  large  and  unusual  collection  of  Navajo 
rugs  and  kachina  dolls.  He  is  a  lapidary  of  no  mean  parts  and  enjoys 
collecting  his  own  gem  stones  as  well  as  polishing  and  mounting  them. 

He  has  inherited  his  mother’s  green  thumb  and  his  yard  and  garden  is  the 
envy  of  the  neighborhood. 

Since  David  is  single,  the  F^othrock  trail  ends  here  for  the 
time  being. 


4.  Donald  Foster  Rothrock 

missed  the  early  nomadic  life  of  his  brother  David.  When  he  was  born 
the  family  had  become  settled  in  Vermillion,  South  Dakota  and  there  it 
stayed  until  long  after  Donald  had  left  home.  Donald  grew  up  in  the 
college-town  atmosphere  of  Vermillion  and  learned  his  three  R’s  in  a 
grade  school  with  the  happy  name  of  *  The  Jolly  School",  named  for  one 
Colonel  Jolly,  a  local  Civil  War  veteran.  Vermillion  high  school 
followed  with  its  round  of  extra-curricular  activities  which,  in  Donald’s 
case,  emphasized  music  and  Boy  Scout  activities.  The  Vermillion 
country  offers  excellent  facilities  for  shooting,  hiking,  camping,  and 
boating  and  he  took  advantage  of  all  of  them.  He  climbed  the  Scout 

ladder  to  the  Eagle’s  Nest  becoming  a  good  out-of-doors-man  in  the 
pro&ess. 


He  was  called  to  military  service  at  the  end  of  his  freshman  year 
at  the  University  of  South  Dakota.  Returning  from  service,  he  spent 
a  half  year  at  the  University  as  a  refresher  course  and  then  attended  the 
South  Dakota  School  of  Mines  for  three  years  where  he  graduated  as  a 
Civil  Engineer  in  1949.  An  urge  to  go  west  took  him  to  Phoenix,  Arizona 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  with  a  large  firm  of  consulting  engineers 
for  eleven  years.  Structures  in  which  he  had  a  hand  are  widely  scat¬ 
tered  over  Arizona, southern  California  and  the  neighboring  states. 

He  has  recently  become  affiliated  with  a  firm  of  consulting  engineers 
in  Denver,  Colorado  and  has  changed  his  residence  to  that  city. 

Three  years  of  military  service  in  World  War  II  saw  him  as  a  first 
class  private  in  Headquarters  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry. 

He  took  part  in  the  invasion  qf  France  from  the  Hedge  Rows  of  Normandy 
to  Luxembourg,  There  as  a  member  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  the  last  nine  months  of  his  service  was  spent  in 
military  hospitals.  His  awards  include  a  Combat  Infantryman’s  badge, 
Expert  Marksman  with  Rifle  and  Carbine  badge,  European-African  ribbon 
with  three  battle  stars.  Purple  Heart  medal,  American  Theater  ribbon, 
and  a  Good  Conduct  Medal. 
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Like  his  grandfather,  Donald  loves  good  music*  During  his 
Junior  year  in  high  school  he  won  top  honors  as  a  trumpet  soloist 
in  a  National  District  contest  in  Minneapolis.  While  in  Phoenix 
ho  developed  a  good  singing  voice  under  the  direction  of  an  Italian 
opera  singer,  and  puts  it  to  use  occasionally  as  a  soloist* 

Another  hobby  is  the  collection  of  firearms*  One  piece  is 
an  old  squirrel  rifle  which  his  great  great  grandfather  Jonas  had  had 
made  for  his  sons  when  they  were  boys  and  living  near  Massillon,  Ohio  (17). 
The  rifle  was  made  by  a  gunsmith  who  stamped  J,  Clark  on  the  barrel*  It 
was  hand  made*  ^he  story  Jonas*  son  William  told  to  Donald  Thomas 
Rothrook  had  it  that  Elias  and  William  sneaked  the  gun  into  the  loft  of 
their  log  house  and  let  go  through  the  window  at  a  squirrel.  For  this 

they  got  a  real  hide  tannin*  from  Jonas  on  two  countsj-  1*  Sneaking 
the  gun  out  without  his  permission,  and  2*  Desecrating  the  Sabbath  by 
going  hunting  on  that  day,  for  it  was  Sunday  morning. 

Also  like  his  grandfather,  Donald  is  interested  in  things 
religious  and  after  due  study  joined  the  Mormon  church.  He  is  a 

very  active  member  of  that  very  active  denomination* 
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DONALD  IWOMAS  ROTHROCK’S  FAMILY  A-4-g-7-b-4-b 


Donald  Thomas  Rothrock 

b-  22  Jan.  1891,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 
r-  Cleveland  and  Akron,  Ohio 5  et.  al. 

Johanna  Sophia  Caroline  Asmus.  his  first  wife 
b-  29  Apr.  1892,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 
d-  June  1925,  Akron,  Ohio 
m-  18  Mar.  1913,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 
children*- 

1.  Margaret  Ellen 

b-  5  July  1914,  New  Plymouth,  Idaho 
r-  Akron  and  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio 

2.  Edward  Eugene 

b-  9  Sept.  1917,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
r-  Akron,  Ohio 

3.  Dorothy  Jeanette 

b-  9  April  1919,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
r-  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 

4.  Hazel  Ruth 

b-  1  Feb.  1922,  Akron,  Ohio 
r-  Findlay,  Ohio 


Mary  Louise  Higgins-Gatchell,  his  second  wife 
b-  7  Dec.  1890 

d-  15  Jan.  1959,  Manchester,  Ohio 
m-  Aug.  1929 
children^-  none 


Notes  on  Donald  Thomas  Rothrock^  Familyg- 

1,  Like  his  brothers,  Donald  was 

born  in  the  parsonage  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Garrettsville,  Ohio. 
When  he  was  four  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Cleveland  where  he  grew  up 
and  received  his  grade  and  high  school  training.  Upon  completing  his 
freshman  year  at  Oberlin  College,  he  heard  the  call  of  the  wild  and  spent 
a  summer  on  a  cattle  ranch  in  Montana.  Upon  completion  of  his  second 
year  at  Oberlin  College  he  was  married  and  with  his  new  wife  , "Jo",  set 
out  to  make  his  fortune  as  a  fruit  grower  in  Idaho. 
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After  a  short  sojourn  in  Idaho,  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
found  himself  a  niche  in  the  trucking  industry  which  was  rapidly  develop¬ 
ing  because  of  the  transfer  of  industrial  materials  between  Cleveland, 
Akron,  Pittsburghand  Detroit*  After  several  years  trucking  he  joined 
the  Akron  Transportation  Company  and  drove  city  passenger  buses  for  them 
until  his  retirement  in  September  1958*  As  a  driver  of  both  trucks 
and  buses  he  made  an  enviable  record  for  both  speed  and  safety  as  he  is 
an  expert  in  this  hazardous  occupation.  Since  his  retirement  he  has 
lived  on  his  five  acre  place  in  Manchester,  a  suburb  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

As  he  is  an  excellent  craftsman  in  both  masonry  and  carpentry  and  as  his 
five  acres  contains  an  orchard,  his  retirement  time  is  more  than  occupied. 

The  idealism  engendered  in  a  preacher* s  family  found  outlet 
for  Donald  in  the  labor  movement.  The  ideal  of  helping  fellow  workers 
as  preached  by  the  labor  unions  appealed  to  him  and  he  became  an  ardent 
laborite  and  strong  booster  for  all  the  unions  stood  for.  He  has  held 
important  offices  in  his  local  and  had  a  considerable  voice  in  the  Akron 
C.I.O.  He  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  developers  of  the  first  suc¬ 
cessful  union-sponsored  Consumer’s  Co-op  chain  stores  in  Akron  arid  Still 
keeps  an  interest  in  the  organization. 


2.  Johanna  ("Jo”)  Asmus  was  an 

orphan  who  had  been  brought  up  by  her  uncle  and  aunt,  Fenton  W.  and  Margaret 
Wolf  of  Bowling-Green,  Ohio.  After  finishing  high  school  in  that  city 
she  attended  Oberlin  College.  As  Fate  would  have  it,  Donald  boarded 
at  the  college  hall  where  Johanna  lived  and  a  college  romance  developed. 

Johanna  went  through  the  pioneering  in  Idaho  and  the  strug¬ 
gle  to  get  started  in  Ohio,  was  a  loyal  wife  and  devoted  mother.  She 
died  in  Akron  in  1925  after  a  protracted  illness  leaving  four  small 
children.  Her  final  resting  place  is  in  the  cemetery  at  Scotch 
Ridge,  Ohio,  about  eight  miles  east  of  Bowling  Green. 

3.  Mary  Louise  Higgins  was  born 

near  Sandysky,  Ohio.  Her  baby  attempts  to  Pronounce  ’’Louise”  resulted, 
in  her  calling  herself  "Lulu”  and  the  nickname  stayed  with  her  the  rest 
of  her  life.  Many  of  her  acquaintances  thought  it  was  her  real  name. 

Lulu  married  a  man  named  Gatcholl  who  died  leaving  her  with 
a  son  to  bring  up.  She  was  working  in  a  restaurant  where  some  of  the 
truckers,  including  Donald,  would  stop  for  some  of  her  excellent  cooking. 
"And  so  they  were  married"  and  bought  and  developed  the  home  Donald  now 
occupies.  Lulu’s  son  had  long  since  left  to  seek  his  fortune  when  they 
wore  married.  Donald  and  Lulu  had  no  children. 

Lulu  died  after  a  brief  illness  in  1959  ®nd  rests  in  the 
cemetery  at  Manchester,  Ohio. 
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MARGARET  ELLEN  ROTHROCK ’ S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7-b-4-b-l 


Margaret  Ellen  Rothrock 

b-  5  July  1914,  New  Plymouth,  Idaho 
r-  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio 

Herbert  Vincent  Pfromm,  her  husband 
b-  21  June  1909,  Akron,  Ohio 
r~  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio 
m-  28  June  1941 
children;- 

a.  George  Donald 

b-  23  Dec,  1943,  Akron,  Ohio 

b.  Richard  Charles 

b-  26  May  1946,  Akron,  Ohio 

c.  Carl  Edward 

b-  $  Sept.  1947,  Akron,  Ohio 
28 


******* 


Notes  on  Margaret  Ellen  Rothrockts  Family;- 

1.  Margaret  Ellen  has  two 

noteworthy  genealogical  distinctions.  First,  she  is  the  first  in  this 
line  to  bear  the  name  of  grandmother  Anna  Margaretha  w ife  of  the  first 
Johannes  Rothrock  and  progenitor  of  this  line.  .  Though  Johns,  Davids, 
and  Georges  appear  in  profusion,  it  has  taken  eight  generations  for  the 
name  Margaret  to  reappear.  Second,  she  is  a  trained  nurse  and,  so  far 
as  known,  the  first  in  this  line  to  follow  this  profession. 

Margaret  was  born  in  New  Plymouth, Idaho  where  her  father  was 
trying  his  hand  at  fruit  farming  in  the  Payette  Valley.  She  was 
brought  back  to  Ohio  when  a  very  little  girl  and  has  spent  the  rest  of 
her  life  in  that  state.  Her  mother  died  when  she  was  only  eleven  years 
old  and  she  lived  for  a  time  in  the  home  of  her  paternal  grandparents  in 
Euclid,  a  suburb  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  finished  grade  school  and 
two  years  of  high  school  in  Euclid  public  schools  and  then  returned  to 
Akron  where  her  father  and  stepmother  had  set  up  a  home  for  her.  .  She 
finished  high  school  at  Akrons  South  High  and  entered  the  Akron  City 
Hospital  for  nurses  training.  In  1938  she  received  her  diploma  as 
a  graduate  nurse  and  followed  this  profession  for  three. years  in  t  e 
Akron  City  Hospital  and  one  year  in  the  Children’s  Hospital  in  Akron 
She  then  left  professional  nursing  to  enter  the  profession  of 
home  maker. 
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She  married  Herbert  Pfromm  in  the  parish  house  of  St.  Vincent's 
church  in  Akron  in  1941.  For  many  years  she  lived  in  Akron.  Recently 
the  family  has  moved  to  a  house  in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  a  northern  suburb 
of  Akron. 

2.  Herbert  Vincent  Pfromm  is 
of  German  extraction.  His  father,  George  Albert  Pfromm, was  born  in 
Akron,  Ohio  of  German  parents  and  his  mother,  Anna  Stitz,  came  from  a 
German  family  in  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio.  "Herb"  was  born  in  Akron  and  has 
spent  his  life  there.  He  started  out  to  become  an  accountant  after 
graduating  from  high  school  in  Akron  and  spent  two  years  at  Ohio  State 
University  preparing  for  his  profession.  Eye  troubles  ended  these 
dreams , however ,  and  forced  him  to  seek  a  career  less  taxing  to  the  eyes 
than  pouring  over  books.  His  brother-in-law  owned  a  stable  of  riding 
horses  and  for  a  time  Herbert  managed  this  stable.  ^or  the  past 
nineteen  years,  however,  he  has  worked  for  the  Johnson  Steel  Company 
which  fabricates  steel  articles.  He  is  currently  operating  a 
plating  Machine. 

He  is  active  in  the  Steel  Workers  Union  and  is  on  the  grievance 
committee  for  his  plant* 


3.  The  three  boys  are  now  in 

school  in  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio. 

George  Donald,  named  for  his  two  grandfathers,  is  something  of 
an  artist.  He  received  honorable  mention  for  a  picture  he  entered 
in  a  contest  for  high  school  artists  in  northern  Ohio.  Right  now 
his  hobby  is  cars.  George  is  now  in  his  senior  year  in  high  school 
and  gives  promise  of  making  an  important  place  for  himself  when  he  leaves 
the  halls  of  learning. 

Richard  Charles  is  the  bookworm  of  the  family.  His  current 
interest  is  fiction.  He  is  accumulating  a  library  of  classics  and 
near  classics  and  already  has  the  recommended  "three  foot  shelf"  of 
science  fiction  and  animal  stories.  Such  interests  can  lead  into 

profitable  and  exciting  fields.  Richard  doesn’t  have  to  worry  too 

much  about  that  yet  but  his  reading  will  give  him  a  valuable  fund  of 
information. 

Carl  Edward  seems  to  have  a  mechanical  bent,  at  least  he  is  much 
interested  in  building  and  repairing  things.  The  shop  class  in 
manual  training  gets  lots  of  attention  from  him  and  his  craftsmanship 
shows  the  same  fine  quality  as  does  the  work  of  his  grandfather  Donald. 

He  is  currently  working  on  a  helicopter  big  enough  to  carry  him  and 
operated  by  manpower.  So  far  he  hasn't  been  able  to  get  it  off  the 
ground  but  a  few  changes  in  its  aerodynamic  characteristics  may  make 
it  take  off. 


38 


" 

♦ 

'  . 

•-  <  •  ■  •  . .•  yri  .  •!  , 

* 

.  K  X  ’ 

*  <  .x  i  c; 


♦  r  ‘  ■  G’ 

’ 

X 

. 

!  itA 

Id  s  rro  ylin-vii  10  « 

•  • 

,'"'o  •  !sJ  -x 


EDWARD  EUGENE  ROTHROCK1 S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7-b-4-b-2 


Edward  Eugene  Rothrock 

b-  9  Sept.  1917,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
r-  Akron,  Ohio 

Ethel  Jean  Gregg,  his  wife 

b-  1  Jan.  1922,  Akron,  Ohio 
m-  21  Mar.  1942,  Akron,  Ohio 
childrens- 

a.  Nancy 

b-  6  June  1948,  Akron,  Ohio 

b.  Edward  Eugene 

b-  2  Mar.  1950,  Akron,  Ohio 

c.  Robert  Eugene 

b-  17  July  1958,  Akron,  Ohio 


Notes  on  Edward  Eugene  Rothrock1 s  Family;- 

1,  Edward  Eugene  has  been 

called  MGene"  by  everyone  since  babyhood.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland 

where  his  father  was  working  at  the  time  but  moved  to  Akron  when  he  was 

a  very  small  boy. 


His  mother  died  when  he  was  but  eight  years  old. 

After  spending  the  next  year  with  his  cousins  in  South  Dakota,  he 
returned  to  Ohio  and  lived  in  the  home  of  his  paternal  grandfather 
where  he  continued  his  grade  school  education  in  the  Euclid  city 
schools.  He  then  went  to  Akron  where  his  father  and  stepmother 
had  made  a  home  for  him  and  there  he  finished  high  school  education 
at  Akron’s  South  High  School.  These  were  depression  times  and 

jobs  very  scare©  so  Gene  spent  some  time  in  a  work  camp  of  the  Civil 
Conservation  Corps.  Finding  work  in  the  factories  in  Akron  he 
left  the  Corps  and  was  employed  as  a  shopman  until  he  was  called 
for  military  service. 

World  War  II  found  him  in  the  combat  troops  in  Europe  where  he 
served  in  the  121st  Battalion  Engineers  in  the  29th  Division,  U.S.Anrry, 
as  a  Technician  Fourth  Grade.  He  returned  with  six  well  earned 
decorations!-  Bronze  Star  Medal,  Good  Conduct  Medal,  Distinguished 
Unit  Badge,  European-  African  Medal*  Eastern  Service  Medal  with  four 
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Bronze  Stars  and  one  Bronze  Arrowhead, 

Gene  has  a  decided  mechanical  bent  which  he  developed  while 
in  the  army.  His  ability  to  handle  and  repair  machinery  has  stood 
him  in  good  stead  both  in  business  and  recreation.  Since  leaving  the 
army  he  has  been  employed  in  the  factories  in  and  about  Akron,  At 
present  he  is  a  crane  operator  in  one  of  the  big  rubber  plants  there. 

He  has  always  had  a  lively  interest  in  mechanical  transportation. 
Motor  cycles  were  his  first  love;  then  came  automobiles;  then  power 
boats.  This  last  hobby  led  ‘  naturally  to  water  skiing  and  skin 
diving.  He  is  also  a  bowler  and  in  his  high  school  days  took  some 
honors  in  wrestling. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  C,I,0»  and  a  Fish  and  Game  Club, 


2,  Ethel  Jean  Gregg  was 

born  in  Akron,  the  daughter  of  James  B,  Gregg,  a  restaurateur,  and 
Anne  Marie  Hunter,  As  she  uses  her  middle  name,  the  family  has 
dubbed  her  “Little  Jean'1  to  distinguish  her  from  her  husband  "Big  Gene", 
She  grew  up  in  Akron  and  attended  grade  and  high  schools  there. 

Since  her  marriage  she  has  been  kept  very  busy  as  a  home  maker. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church, 

Jean  is  also  a  sportsman  and  has  shared  her  husband* s  interests 
from  motor  cycles  to  motor  boats.  She  has  a  faculty  of  adapting 
herself  to  the  situations  these  involve  that  is  quite  remarkable. 

She  is  a  good  operator  of  rpower  vehicles  and  boats  and  an  able  water 

skior. 


3,  Nancy  and  Edward  Eugene 
are  in  school  in  Akron.  They  too  have  caught  the  sporting  spark  and 
no  trip  or  picnic  passes  them  by.  They  are  enthusiastic  boatmen^ 
though  so  far  only  as  passengers.  They  are  also  expert  water  skiers, 
swimmers  and  enjoy  hunting',  badmington,  and  baseball, 

Robert  Eugene  is  still  too  young  to  understand  the  joys  of 
those  sports  but  he  goes  along  anyway  and  can  splash  in  the  water  with 
the  best  of  them.  In  such  a  family  of  sportsmen, however, he  can 
hardly  hope  to  escape  catching  the  fever  as  he  grows  older. 
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DOROTHY  JEANETTE  ROTHROCK’S  FAMILY 


A-4~g-7-b-4-b-3 


Dorothy  Jeanette  Rothrock 

b-  9  Apr.  1919,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
r-  Bowling  Green  and  Wood  County,  Ohio 

Edwin  Carl  Lemmerbrock,  her  husband 
b-  12  June  1906 
r-  Wood  County,  Ohio 
m-  20  Apr.  1945 
childrens- 

a.  Carl  Edwin 

b-  12  June  1947,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 

b.  Susan  Louise 

b~  18  Aug.  1952,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 


Notes  on  Dorothy  Jeanette  Rothrock^  Family;- 


1.  By  training  Dorothy 

is  a  school  teacher?  in  practice  a  home  maker.  Born  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  she  vyas  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio  when  very  young.  Her  mother 

died  there  when  Dorothy  was  but  six  years  old.  She  grew  up  in  the 
home  of  her  aunt  and  uncle,  Mrs.  and  Dr.  F.  V.  Boyle  in  Bowling  Green, 
Ohio.  There  she  finished  grade  and  high  schools  and  earned  a 
college  degree  in  Education  from  Bowling  Green  State  University. 

Four  years  teaching  in  public  schools  in  cities  in  northwestern 
Ohio  was  followed  by  14  years  of  home  making  on  an  Ohiib  farm  near 
Bowling  Green.  Then  the  family  reached  the  stage  where  it  did  not 
require  constant  care  and  the  old  urge  to  teach  returned.  She  is 
now  teaching  high  school  English  in  a  modern  consolidated  school  in 
Portage,  not  far  from  her  home. 

Her  energies  have  also  found  outlet  in  the  local  American 
Luthern  church  of  which  she  is  a  member,  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
president  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
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2.  ’’Ed"  Lemmerbrock  is  a 

first  generation  American  of  German  parentage#  His  father,  Charles 
Henry  Lemmerbrock,  came  from  Germany  when  a  young  man  and  settled  in 
Ohio;  his  mother  Fredericka  Caroline  Geldin  was  brought  from  Germany 
by  her  parents  when  she  was  but  five  years  old.  The  parents  acquired 
considerable  land  in  Wood  county,  Ohio  and  raised  their  family  on  this 
farm.  Ed  now  has  a  large  farm  of  his  own  on  which  he  raises  field 
crops  and  stock.  His  success  is  a  tribute  to  his  early  training. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Luthern  church  and  has  served 
on  the  church  council. 


3#  Carl  and  Susan  have 

the  distinction  of  being  red  headed,  a  rarity  among  Rothrocks  and  among 
Germans  in  general.  Both  are  in  school  but  have  time  for  outside 
activities.  Susan  is  developing  a  musical  talent  by  playing  the 
piano.  Carl  is  busy  with  4H  Club  projects. 

Both  have  ponies  and  are  good  horsemen.  Carl , however,  seems 

to  have  a  mechanical  bent  which  gets  ample  practice  on  a  farm  full  of 
machinery. 
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HAZEL  RUTH  ROTHROCK* S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-%7-  b-4-b-4 


Hazel  Ruth  Rothrock 

b-  1  Feb.  1922,  Akron,  Ohio 
r-  Findlay,  Ohio 

Richard  Merle  Blosser,  her  husband 

b-  1  Oct.  1919,  Findlay,  Ohio 
r-  Findlay,  Ohio 

m-  10  April  1944,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 
childrens- 

a.  Donald  James 

b-  24  Feb.  1949,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 

b.  Janet  Marie 

b-  23  April  1954,  Findlay,  Ohio 


xx  xxx  x  X-XX-X  x  *-x  x  x  x-x-x-x-x-x  x*  x-xx-  x  x-xx-x-x-x-x-^-x- 


Notes  on  Hazel  Ruth  Rothrockfs  Family?- 


1*  Though  the  vital  statis¬ 
tics  records  say  she  is  Hazel  Ruth,  all  her  near  kin  folks  call  her 
’’Nance”.  Born  in  Akron,  Ohio,  she  was  only  three  years  old  when  her 
mother  died  and  she  went  to  live  with  her  aunt  and  uncle  Mrs  and  Dr.  F. 

V.  Boyle  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio.  Aunt  Dode  insisted  that  she  neither 
looked  nor  acted  like  a  Hazel  and  nicknamed  her  for  a  relative  named 
Nancy,  Such  is  the  persistence  of  nicknames, however,  that  her  father 
is  the  only  one  of  his  family  that  still  calls  her  Hazel. 

She  was  brought  up  in  Bowling  Green  and  attended  public  schools 
there  including  a  four  year  course  at  Bowling  Green  State  University. 

At  the  University  she  followed  a  Rothrock  tradition  and  trained  herself 
for  the  profession  of  teaching.  Her  professional  pedagogical  career, 
however,  lasted  only  one  year  before  it  was  exchanged  for  the  more  ex¬ 
acting  career  of  matrimony.  Now  that  her  children  are  in  school, 
the  call  of  the  school  bell  is  again  sounding  in  her  ears  and  the  time 
may  come  when  she  can  no  longer  resist  its  appeal. 

At  present,  home  duties  occupy  her  time  but  she  does  manage 
to  find  time  for  a  part  in  the  activities  of  the  Trinity  Luthern 
church  of  which  she  is  a  member.  She  is  also  active  in  the  Parent** 
Teachers  Association  of  the  grade  school  which  her  children  attend. 
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2.  Richard  Merle  Blosser, 
usually  called  "Dick",  is  a  son  of  James  Merle  Blosser  and  Ruth  Irene 
Simon.  He  was  born  in  Findlay,  Ohio  and  spent  most  of  his  life 

there.  Following  grade  and  high  school  in  Findlay,  he  spent  two 

years  at  Bowling  Green  State  University.  His  collegiate  work 
was  interrupted  by  Greetings  from  Uncle  Sam  and  from  1942  tol946  he 
served  in  the  armed  forces  in  the  Military  Police.  In  this  service 
he  got  good  training  in  the  geography  of  the  United  States  as  his 
posts  covered  a  major  portion  of  this  country. 

After  his  discharge  he  attended  a  school  for  commercial  photo¬ 
graphy  and  has  since  practiced  successfully  in  Findlay  and  the  surround 
ing  country.  He  also  operates  an  insurance  agency  with  headquarters 

in  Findlay 

Richard  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Luthern  church  and  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Legion. 


3.  Donald  James  and  Janet 

Marie  are  the  bluest  of  blue  bloods.  Mot  only  did  their  great  great 
great  great  grandfather  Zacharias  Rothrock,  their  mother* s  ancestor, 
serve  in  the  Revolutionary  War  but  one  George  Alban,  an  ancestor  of 
their  father  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  General  George  Washington  s 

bodyguard. 

Donald  James  is  now  in  the  sixth  grade  and  gives  evidence  of 
being  a  budding  scholar.  Whether  naturalist,  scientist,  or  both 
he  is  getting  a  Frank  Buck  start  by  bringing  'em  home . alive. 

Turtles,  frogs,  snakes,  and  the  like  come  home  with  him  to  his 
mother’s  perturbation.  He  is  also  something  of  a  rock  hound 
and  has  quite  a  collection  of  local  stones. 


Janet  Marie  has  just  started  first  grade  and  so  has  had  little 
time  to  develop  hobbies.  She  is  a  quick  scholar, however,  and  it 

work  be  long  now!  She  likes  pets  and  has  several  including  her 
black  cat  Figaro, "Fig "for  short.  Sho  is  a  sturdy  and  resourcef 

young  lady  and  will  make  a  place  for  herself  when  the  time  comes. 
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HOWARD  EUGENE  ROTHROCK'S  FAMILY 


A-4-g-7-b**4-c 


Howard  Eugene  Rothrock 

b-  11  June  1893,  Garrettsville,  Ohio 

r«*  Cleveland, Ohio,  Washington  D.C. ,  Coleman, Texas,  et  al. 

Irene  Elizabeth  Tully,  his  first  wife 
b-  4  July  1891 

d-  15  Jan*  1945,  Silver  City,  New  Mexico 
m-  27  May  1920,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
childreni- 

none 

Elizabeth  Fielden,  his  second  wife 
b-  19  Mgr*  1909 

m-  21  Oct.  1945,  Washington,  D,  C. 
children;- 

none 


*•  X  X  X  X  XX  *  XX  X-***-tt  XttXXKXXXXX  X*-X  X  XK*  <-X** 


Notes  on  Howard  Eugene  Rothrock *s  Family;* 

1,  Howard  was  never  quite 

able  to  shed  the  nickname  "Howdy"  which  his  older  brothers  gave  him  when 
he  was  quite  small.  Being  more  of  an  extrovert  than  the  rest  of  the 
family,  the  name  fitted  him  quite  well|  hence  its  persistence. 

He  displayed  artistic  talent  at  the  ago  of  six  years  by  making  a 
pencil  copy  of  a  picture  of  a  cat’s  head  that  was  so  good  his  parents 
had  it  framed  and  it  hung  on  the  walls  of  their  home  for  many  years. 

He  picked  up  music  readily  and  ,  during  his  college  days,  traveled  for 
a  short  time  as  a  flutist  with  a  Chautauqua  troupe* 

He  was  a  smart  student,  rating  in  the  top  brackets  academically 
throughout  his  course  through  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio  and  his  college  work  at  Oborlin  College.  A  short  course  m 
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high  school  physiography  whetted  his  appetite  for  things  geological 
and  he  graduated  from  Oborlin  College  in  1917  with  geology  as  his  major 
study. 


Then  came  World  War  I  and  Howard  served  in  the  U.S. Marine  Corps; 
first  as  a  member  of  the  Corp’s  famous  band  and  then  with  Headquarters 
as  an  intelligence  officer.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

After  the  war  Howard  launched_into  the  then  booming  business  of 
oil  prospecting.  This  took  him  to  Mexico  for  two  years,  the  Appalach¬ 
ian  oil  province  for  another  two,  and  then  into  the  Mid  Continent  and 
Gulf  Coast  provinces.  In  the  latter  he  was  chief  geologist  for  the 
Superior  Oil  Corporation.  He  then  entered  government  service  and 
for  seven  years  was  in  charge  of  the  geological  work  of  the  National 
Park  Service#  This  was  followed  by  eleven  years  service  as  a  geologist 
on  the  United  States  Geological  Survey.  Leaving  government  service 
Howard  set  up  a  consulting  office  in  Coleman,  Texas  where  he  now  resides. 

His  professional  publications  include  bulletins  and  articles  on 
oil, gas, fluorspar,  and  coal  and  his  pen  and  ink  drawings  have  appeared 
as  illustrations  in  guide  books  of  the  San  Angelo,  West  Texas,  and 
Abilene  Geological  Societies. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Association  of  Petroleum  Geologists, 
a  Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society  of  America,  and  local  professional . 
societies.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Rotary  International  and  Kiwanis 

service  clubs  and  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Preser¬ 
vation  and  Encouragement  of  Barbershop  Singing  in  America,  Inc. 


2.  Irene  Elizabeth  Tully 

was  a  small  vivaceous  red  head  whose  skill  in  office  proceedures 
took  her  to  Russia  by  way  of  Siberia  for  a  British  exporting  firm 
during  the  days  of  the  Russian  Revolution.  Returning  to  the 
United  States,  she  enrolled  in  the  Womans  Reserve  of  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps,  the  "Marinetts",  where,  on  a  Washington  as¬ 
signment,  she  met  Howard.  Together  they  went  through  the  trials 
of  getting  started  in  the  oil  industry  in  Old  Mexico,  the  Appalachian 
and  Mid-Continent  oil  provinces. 
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While  in  Tulsa,  Irene  was  very  active  in  church, civic, and 
political  affairs.  During  World  War  II  her  determination  to 
be  of  service  led  her  to  train  and  graduate  as  a  student  nurse. 
She  died  in  Silver  City,  New  Mexico  of  a  heart  attack  resulting 
from  heart  damage  incurred  while  serving  in  the  Marine  Corps. 

She  is  buried  in  Calvary  Cemetery  ,  Queens,  New  York. 


3.  Elizabeth  Fielden 

graduated  from  George  Washington  University  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
with  Bachelor’s  and  Master* s  degrees  in  History.  She  served 
as  a  research  secretary  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Harold  L.  Ickes,  was  Historian  on  the  Board  of  Geographic 
Names  where  she  specialized  in  Polar  Geography,  and  worked  in  the 
Museum  and  Naturalist  Division  of  the  National  Park  Service. 

"Betty"  and  Howard  were  married  in  St.  Albans  Episcopal 
Church  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  then  began  a  series  of  moves  ^ 
which  took  them  from  New  Mexico,  to  Alabama,  Pennsylvania,  ana  Texas  in  com' 
pliance  with  Howard’s  assignments  from  theU.S. Geological 
Survey*  When  Howard  opened  his  consulting  office  in 
Coleman,  Texas,  she  assumed  the  business  and  clerical  manage¬ 
ment  and  soon  became  an  authority  on  oil  operations  m  their 

area. 


She  is  a  member  of  the  American  Historical  Association^ 
a  Fellow  of  the  American  Geographical  Society  and  a  member  o  . 
two  Greek  letter  sororities.  She  has  taken  an  active  part  m 
in  Girl  Scouts,  student  counciling,  and  church  work,  and  is 
organist  for  St.  Marks  Episcopal  church  in  Coleman. 
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ROLL  OF 


HONOR 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTION 
1775  -  1782 


WORLD  WAR  1 
1917-  I  918 


HOWARD  EUGENE  ROTHROCK 
U.S.  MARINE  CORPS 


ZACH ARIAS  ROTHROCK 

BUCKS  COUNTY  MILITIA 

JOHN  ROTHROCK 

BUCKS  COUNTY  MILITIA 

DANIEL  ROTHROCK 

BUCKS  COUNTY  MILITIA 


CIVIL  WAR 
1861  -  1865 


WILLIAM  HENRY  ROTHROCK 
OHIO  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY 


-*• « -its  ** 


JOHN  MEYERS  ROTHROCK 
OHIO  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY 

(NO  PHOTO) 


EDGAR  PAUL  ROTHROCK 
FIELD  ARTILLERY,  U.S.  ARMY 


DONALD  FOSTER  ROTHROCK 
INFANTRY  U.  S.  ARMY 


ROLL  OF  HONOR 


WORLD  WAR  n. 
1941-  1945 


EDWARD  EUGENE  ROTHROCK 
ENGINEERS  U.  S.  ARMY 


DAVID  PAUL  ROTHROCK 
US.  AIR  FORCE 


LIST  OF  REFERENCES 


used  for  documentation 


Numbers  correspond  to  those  used  in  the  preceeding  text. 

1#  Strassburger  and  Hinke, "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers”  Vol  I, 

Published  by  The  Pennsylvania  German  Society  ,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  1934. 

2.  Kirchenbuch  der  reformierten  Gemeinde  Pfiffligheim, 

Also  contains  a  Leiselheimer  Leibregister. 

On  file  in  the  Stadtarchiv  Worms,  Worms  Germany. 

3.  Familienregi stern,  Statarchiv  Worms,  Worms  Germany. 

4.  Records  of  the  Luthern  Church  of  York,  Pennsylvania. 

5.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  3rd  Series. 

6.  Dr.  Henry  S.  Rothrock,  3  Red  Oak  Road,  Wilmington,  Deleware 
Personal  communication. 

7.  George  Norbury  Mackenzie,  ”  Colonial  Families  of  the  United  States” 

The  Seaforth  Press,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  1917  . 

8.  Records  of  the  Moravian  Church  at  York,  Pennsylvania  (written  in  German) « 

9.  Will  of  Philip  Jacob  Rothrock  (  written  in  English) 

Will  Book  K  p  385,  York  county  court  house,  York,  Pennsylvania. 

10.  Will  of  Johannes  Rothrock  (written  in  English) 

Northampton  county  court  house,  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 

11.  Will  of  Johann  Georg  Rothrock  (written  in  German  script  and  signed 
with  an  X)  Northampton  county  court  house,  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 

12.  Will  of  Ludwig  Rothrock 

Will  Book  A,  p  368,  Washington  county  court  house,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

13.  Land  records,  Washington  county  court  house,  Hagerstown,  Maryland. 

14.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  3  Vol  XIII. 

15.  First  United  States  Census,  1790. 

16.  Letter  written  by  William  Rothrock,  son  of  Philip  (1759-1851,  A-4-d) 

Now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Henry  S.  Rothrock. 
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17.  Letter  from  J*  M.  Rothrock  to  E.P.Rothrock  dated  Dec. 8, 1916,  now 

in  the  latter’s  possession$- 

"  I  have  a  squirrel  rifle  that  father  had  made  for  us 
boys  when  we  lived  near  Massillon  in  the  year  1846. 

I  think  that  I  would  like  some  of  you  boys  to  keep  as 
a  remembrance  of  us  in  the  bygone  days  of  youth." 

18.  Family  Bible  of  Jonas  Rothrock  in  the  possession  of  the  compiler. 

19.  Family  Bible  of  Elias  Rothrock  in  possession  of  the  compiler. 

20.  "The  Nagele  Bible".  A  Bible  in  German  printed  in  Germantown,  Penn- 
sylvania  in  1743  by  Christopher  Saur.  This  is  the  first  edition 
of  the  Bible  printed  in  America  except  one  in  an  Indian  dialect 

and  antedates  the  first  Bible  printed  in  English  by  thirty  years. 

It  belonged  to  Lydia  Nagele  when  she  married  Jonas 
Rothrock  on  5  May  1825.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
David  Paul  Rothrock  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

21.  Information  taken  from  inscriptions  on  tombstones. 

22.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  5  Volume  5. 

23.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  5  Volume  6. 

24.  New  International  Encyclopedia  Vol  7-8,  p  650. 

25.  John  S.  Wurts,  "Magna  Charta"  Vol  VII  pp  1989-1994. 

26.  Correspondence  between  J.  M.  Rothrock  of  Morenci,  Mich,  and  Rev. 

J.  J.  Rothtrock  of  Lansdale,  Penna.  On  file  with  the  compiler. 

Note,-  Information  on  members  of  this  lineage  from  Elias  Rothrock 
to  Edgar  Sylvanus  Rothrock  is  taken  from  Family  Bibles 
and  the  memory  of  living  relatives  who  knew  them.. 

Information  on  living  members  of  this  lineage  was  obtained 
by  conversation  and  correspondence  with  them  and  their 

families. 


SEP  2  6  1961 
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